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St. Ol/ave, Southwark: 
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S ERM ON S, 


PREACRH'D before them, 


Are now further Recommended, 
BY 
Their Afﬀetionate Servant in Chriſt, 


W. Richardſon. 


& Hether any Reaſons are ſufficient 


D | Y 7 Je to juſtify the Publication of the | 


ai Disse, is tft for 
N /7®; others to determine: But that I 


ERS bad ſucb, as appear d to me ſuf- 
ficient, I freely acknowledge. 
Theſe Sermons are the ſame as were preach- 
ed, with ſome (mall Additions ; in particular, 
the Quotations from, and References to, prophane 
Authors in the laſt ; which would not have been 
quite ſo proper from the Pulpit, when intended 
to have gone no further. Therefore the Inac- 
curacy of the Compoſition, tis hoped, will in ſome 
Meaſure be excuſed, as they were defign'd only 
for the Uſe of a private Congregation, whom I 
think it my Duty to ſecure (as well as Jam able) 


from 
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from any Errours which may be broached by de- 


figning Men: And as it affords me an Opportu- 
nity of obliging ſome Perſons, who were pleas d 
to think more favourably of them, than (per- 
haps) they may deſerve. Therefore, I do not 
call theſe Papers an Anſwer to any particular 
Treatiſes which have of late been publiſh'd ; nei- 
ther do I, for the moſt part, ſo much as quote 
(cho it is obvious that I allude to) many Expreſ- 
ſions in them, which ſeem to be levelled againſt 
the Truths I have endeavoured to eftabliſh. 
However, if my Arguments, in the following 
Pages, be concluſive, as I hope they are, I can- 
not but think, that the Foundation of our mo- 
dern modiſb Principles muſt be entirely over- 
thrown. 

Plain it is, that much Cunning bas been us d 
of late, to inculcate Opinions deſtructive (not 
only of the Chriſtian, but) of all Religion ; and, 
it is to be fear d, with too much Succeſs. There- 
fore it cannot but be look'd upon as a Duty more 
particularly incumbent on them, who have un- 
dertaken any Paſtoral Charge, to apply Reme- 
dies to this growing Evil; to ſecure their Flock 
from the Contagion of ſuch deſtructive Tenets, 
and (which is not improper) to give publick Te- 
ftimony to the Orthodoxy of their own Principles. 
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I do not mean the Profeſſion of a ſet of Prin- 
ciples and Doctrines, as they are eftabliſhed by 
Law only, without any Thing but | Power to 
recommend them ( fince a falſe Religion has very 
often that Advantage againſt the Truth); but 
a Profeſſion of the Dofrines of our Religion, 
as they are founded on that unerring Rule, the 
Word of God; and are agreeable to that Rea- 
fon which has of late been ſo fatally abus d. 
What the Conſequence of ſuch daring Preſump- 
tion will be, whether it be permitted for a Pu- 
niſhment, or for the Trial of our Faith, is 
known only to God. Certain it is, that though 
others may have had as ſtrong Inclinations to 
diſparage Religion, as any can now have; yet 
have they been kept by Modeſty or Fear from 
broaching, or at leaſt ſo publickly avowing their 
Defigns. And whether it be Impunity that 
makes them now ſo wanton ; or whether the Con- 
tagion be ſpread ſo far, as to make them hope 
to be ſecur'd by Numbers, is not ſo eaſy to de- 
termine: Though this is certain, that it never 
was yet known, that any Set of Men whatever 
dar d ſo publickly to ridicule all Religion: Which 
makes it not a private, but a publick Concern 
not what Chriſtians only, but what all others 


alſo, who are ſincere Profeſſors of any Religion, 


are, 
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are, in Ju de to themfelves „ bound to-di if 


countenance. 

But let the Op on, and to the Diſcourage- 
ments which Religion, and the Chriſtian Religion, 
meets with be never ſo great: Let the Wit and 
Malice of wicked Men proceed never ſo far: 
When all human Means fail to ſecure the Pro- 
Feſian and Practice of true Religion, (to which 
Height, Thanks be to God, they are not yet 
arriv'd) we muſt recur for Conſolation to the 

Promiſe of almighty God, that the Gates of 
Hell ſhall not finally prevail againſt it. 


S E R- 


Acrs XVIII 4. 


And he reaſon d in the Synagogue every 


Sabbath, and perſuaded the os 
and the Greehs. 


R4qr9yg H O' we may eaſily con- 
XJ ceive why there is fo great 
= 4 Difference in the Senti- 
I ments of Mankind in 
Matters of Speculation ; 
yet we cannot ſo readily 
account for a Variety of 
Opinions in Things of greater Moment , 
but by ſuppoſing it to proceed from ſome 
one or more of theſe Cauſes. Either that 

| B Men 
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Men do not give themſelves Time to ſtate 
and examine the Caſe, or that they are not 
equal to ſuch Enquiries; that they either 
ſuffer their Judgments to be byaſs'd by 
Prejudice, or that they ſtifle their Convi- 
ction, and act contrary thereunto. For as 
Truth is at all times one and the ſame, and 
moſt Men have Capaeities, whereby they 
are enabled to diſtinguiſh between Truth and 
Falſhood, eſpecially in Things which con- 
cern their eternal Welfare; as the Neceſſi- 
ty of ſuch Diſcovery is ſo exceeding great, 
as that whereon an eternal Happineſs de- 
pends; for that an Eternity of Happineſs 
or Miſery will ſucceed, is acknowledg'd by 
our greateſt Pretenders to Natural | in Op- 
poſition to Reveal'd ] Religion: It · is im- 
poſſible that Men ſhould eſpouſe the Cauſe 
of Error, but as they repreſent it to them- 
ſelves under the Diſguiſe of Truth. And 
therefore it may be juſtly queſtion'd, whe- 
ther the Generality of. fuch Men do really 
believe their own Aﬀertions ? Whether 
they do not go about to eſtabliſh falſe Po- 
ſitions, in Oppoſition to the Conviction of 
their own Conſcience? Since it is not con- 
ceivable how they ſhould be ſo much de- 
cciyed, unleſs it be through the juſt Judg- 
| ment 
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ment of the Almighty, becauſe they re- 
ceived not the Love of the Truth, that they 
might be ſaved : For, for this Caufe God may 


ſend them ſIrong Delufions that they may be- 


lieve a Lye, who believe not the Truth, bus 
have Pleaſure in Unrighteouſneſs 2. 

But be it as it will; let the Evidence 
for the Conyidtion of Mankind be never fo 
great, to ſettle in them a firm Perſuaſion 
of Religion and religious Duties; yet we 
perceive that they {till differ in their Opi- 
nions about it, endeavouring to make it 
ſpeak that, which ſquares beſt with their 
corrupt Luſts and Affections. 

Hence it is that Truth at preſent has 
two ſorts of Enemies ( among others ) 
whoſe Tenets are diametrically oppoſite to 
each other. One lays, that the /iteral Senſe 
of Scripture is to be adher'd to, without 
making any Deductions, or drawing any 
Concluſions from it; admitting the cant- 
ing Proof of one Scripture by another, ra- 
ther by the Sound, than by the Ser/e of it. 
The other tells you, that Reaſon is to be 
your only Guide; that all Superſtructures of 
Revelation are unneceſſary and imperti- 


2 2 Theff, li. 10—12. 
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nent: Nay, that God has not given any 
ſuch Revelation, becauſe Natural Reœaſon 
is of it ſelf ſufficient to inſtil ſuch Princi- 
ples of Virtue and Morality, as will ſuffice 
to make Mankind happy. 

Now both theſe equally ſerve the Cauſe 
of Irreligion; the one by eſtabliſhing En- 
thu ſiaſm in the Diſuſe of Reaſon; the other 
by ſupporting Dei/m in the Abuſe of it. 
To what deſtructive Heights therefore ſuch 
Errors might proceed, if not diſcounte- 
nanced and confuted, it behoveth every 
Man who has any real Senſe of Religion, 
and Value for it, ſeriouſly to conſider. 
Wherefore the Conſideration of theſe Po- 
ſitions ſhall be the Subject of my preſent 
Diſcourſe, from the Words of St. Luke, 
where he ſays of St. Paul, that he reaſoned 
in the Synagogue every Sabbath, and per- 
ſuaded the Fews and the Greeks. 


From which Words, as expreſſing the 
Apoſtle's cuſtomary Manner of proceeding, 


I ſhall take Occaſion to make theſe follow- 
ing Enquiries : 


I. What the Nature of Reaſon is. 
II. Whether it be at all to be admitted 
in Matters of Religion. If it be; then, 
III. How 
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III. How far it is to be admitted. 

IV. Whether upon the foregoing Rules, 
the Chriſtian Religion be in itſelf reaſona- 
ble, and will bear the ſtricteſt Examination 
by it. And, 

Laſtly, I ſhall draw ſome practical Con- 
cluſions for our own Improvement. 


I. We will enquire what Reaſon is. 

The Soul, the inward and ſuperior Part 
of us, is uſually, and not improperly defin'd 
by Cogitation, that is, a thinking, immaterial 
Subſtance, a ſpiritual Being; and that it is 
obſery'd to have two Faculties, which it 
more particularly. exerts, namely, Under- 
ſtanding and Will: By the firſt we appre- 
hend or know a Thing, and then we have 
an Inclination to, or Deſire for it; accord- 
ing to the old Maxim, ignoti nulla cupido, 
we never deſire a thing 'till we know what 
it is. 

Reaſon then is nothing elſe but the Un- 
der ſtanding or Judgment; (tho' it be gene- 
rally taken for a Syſtem of Notions) and 
contains all thoſe Concluſions by which the 
Underſtanding is formed : So thar, in ſhort, 
It is the Faculty by which we are enabled to 
draw clear Inferences from evident Principles. 


By 
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By Principles, I mean thoſe fundamental 
Notions which ſeem (at leaſt) connaturalto 
our yery Being (independent on others which 
we afterwards give our Aﬀent to) and 
which are acknowledged by all ſober Men 
to be true: As that God is to be worſhipped, 
Parents obeyed, and the like; which ſeem 
to be the DiQates of Nature, and by the 
Obſervance of which we are eminently di- 
ftinguiſhed from other Creatures. Conclu- 
ſons or Inferences are other Notions drawn 
from the foregoing Principles; and the moſt 
diſtant or furtheſt Link of the Chain is to 
be accounted à Branch of Reaſon (like the 
Laws of the Medes and Perſians) firm and 
unalterable: So that Reaſon is the Faculty 
whereby we are enabled to draw clear Infe- 
rences from evident Principles. The next 
Enquiry is, 


II. Whether Reaſon be at all to be ad- 
mitted in Matters of Religion. And that 
it is, we may thus argue: | 

Should we exclude Reaſon from Matters 
of Religion, it would be altogether im poſſi- 
ble to convince an Atheiſt, or to convert a 
Few or Infidel: For Religion is of too great 
a Concern to be embrac'd lightly, and our 

Attempts 
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Attempts muſt certainly be unſucceſsful, if 
we ſhould endeayour to perſuade upon our 
own Teſtimony. We are taught another 
Leſſon by St. Peter, who requires. of us, 
that we ſhould be able to > give a Reaſor 
of the Hope that is in us: And St. Paul's 
Cuſtom was to rea/on the Matter, in order 
to convince, not only before a Tribunal, 


as before Felix, where © he reaſoned of 


Righteouſneſs, Temperance, and a Fudgment 
to come ; but alſo in the Synagogues, as in 
my Text. 

Our Faith depends upon this, that we 
believe what God ſaith is true: So that Reæa- 


ſon is the Foundation of our Religion, fince 


we cannot know that it is God's Word, 
but by the Uſe of our Reaſon. For the 
Conviction therefore of an Unbelieyer, the 
only proper Steps that we can take are 
theſe : Some Things we may inform him 
of, as evident by Natural Light ; but thoſe 
which are the Doctrines of Revelation only, 
we can convince him of no other way, but 
by producing ſuch Arguments as muſt ap- 
pear reaſonable to the Underſtanding of 
the Unbelieyer , even the Reaſons of our 


d x Pet. iii. 15. © AR. xxiv. 25. 


Faith 
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Faith and Hope: Theſe are the firſt Princi- 
ples whereon he builds, and there is no 
other Way whereby he may receive Con- 
viction. So that by excluding the Uſe of 
Reaſon, we do, in Effect, ſhut up the ſa- 
ving Truths of the Goſpel, not only from 
others, but our ſelves alſo; fince we can- 
not any other way be certain of the moſt 


fundamental Points of our Religion, no, 


not that Feſus is the Chriſt. 


III. Enquire we now, how far Reaſon 
is to be admitted as a Guide in Matters of 
Religion. 

As we allow Reaſon to be in ſome ſort 
neceſſary, ſo where to place its Bounds, 
within what Limits to circumſcribe it; to 
know when it may be us d, and when not, 
is no ſmall Degree of Wiſdom. Þ'll ſup- 
poſe for the preſent, that God has reyeal'd 
his Will to Mankind, wherein we find 
that there are many Things which arc 
Matters -of Faith only; and many others 


which are Precepts of Morality to be pra- 


ctiſed by us. Now it is not to be ſuppos d 
that Reaſon can judge with equal Clearneſs 
and Certainty in both Caſes: Judge indeed 
it may, and all Religion muſt ultimately 

deter- 
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determine in it, but in different Ways. 
Faith being the Subſtance of Things not ſeen, 
is, and muſt be fomewhat diftin& from 
thoſe Things which are cognizable by our 
Senſes ; and .confequently muſt be judged 
of, not by Deductions of one Thing from 
another in the common way of reafoning, 
but by an Aſßent of the Mind, to ſubſcribe 
to the Truth of thoſe Things which- God 
has revealed: For being once convinced 
that ſuch Things were revealed by God, 
(and ſuch Conviction is not to be had but 
by the Exerciſe of Reaſon) we are freed 
from all Poſſibility of Error, by reſolving, 
it into the Veracity of God. And this 
makes good my Afﬀertion, that all Religion 
muſt ultimately determine 4n Reaſon ; be- 
cauſe nothing is to be received as a Point 
of Religion, but what Reaſon tells us is a 
Truth clearly deducible from known Prin- 
ciples, or is convinced that God revealcd it. 
Or otherwiſe, we may ſay that Reaſon is a 
negative Rule in Matters of Faith, and To- 
ſitive in Precepts of Morality. 


(1.) Reaſon is a negative Rule in Matters 
of Faith. Whatever is contradictory to 
right Reaſon, is not to be admitted in 

GC Matters 


1S# S ERM ON Il. 

Matters of Faith; for God will not im- 

poſe upon thoſe Faculties he has given us; 

he will not have us deluded in thoſe 

Things we ſhould diſtinctly perceive. We 

bring Reaſon againſt the /zteral Senſe of 

ſeyeral Texts of Scripture ; as that of 

St. James, d ſwear not at all; and that of 

St. Paul, © mortify your Members; againſt 

the Injunction of our Saviour, f to cut of 

a right Hand, and pluck out a right Eye, in- 
terpreting it of thoſe Sins which are -as 

dear to us as our Hand or Eye, thoſe Sins 0 

which more eſpecially delude us: And on i. 

this Account we do not believe Chriſt to f 

be a Door s, a Rock h, or a Vine, which fl 

are affirmed in Scripture. One Place ſays, Ie. 

| God is a Spirit k, another gives him Eyes, Io 
| Ears and Hands'; one Scripture ſays, this 8 
i my Body ®, when the Reaſon of the Il , 
Thing beſpeaks it to be literally impoſſi- I .. 
ble: And as we are no where told which is III 
a proper, which a figurative Senſe, Reaſon 0 


wo TREES oe. ac S_ £2 po 
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is to reſolve the Doubt. V 
Jam · v. 12. * Col. iii. 5. f Matth. v. 29. 
John x. 7. 1 Cor. 2. 4. i John xv. 1. 
* John iv. 24. | Plal. xxxiv. 15, Ec. = Matth. I tc 
xxvi. 26. ce 
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However, ſome Things there may be 


above Reaſon, and yet not contrary to it; 


ſupra and ſecundum may very well be con- 


ſiſtent, ſince upon due Conſideration we 
muſt be ſatisfied, both of the Shallowneſs 
of our own Capacities, and the infinite 
Perfections of our God; that many Things 
may undoubtedly in themſelves be true, 
which we are not able to comprehend. As 
in that great and adorable Myſtery of the 
Trinity, though we cannot perceive, ac- 
cording to our uſual Method of Reaſon- 
ing, how three Perſons can be one in Eſ- 
ſence; yet as God has revealed it, and af- 
ſerted the Truth of it in his Word, we 
cannot, but with the utmoſt Violence to 
our Reaſon, with-hold our Aſſent from it: 
Since of this we are moſt ſure, that God 
cannot be deceived himſelf, nor will he de- 
ceive us. Neither is it at all more unac- 
countable, not a jot more contrary to Rea- 
ſon, than is the Union of Soul and Body, 
Mortality with Immortality. | 


(2.) As Reaſon is a negative Rule in Mat- 
ters of Faith, ſo is it allo poſitive in Pre- 
cepts of Morality. There are many poſitive 
Duties diſcernible by the Light of Nature, 

C 2 that 
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that is, by the right Uſe of Reaſon; and 
there are many others ſuperadded by the 
Revelation of God: So that whatever Mo. 
ral Daties are, or can be recommended tg 
us, Reaſon muſt determine what are ſuch, 
and how far neceſſary their Obſervance; 
which in one Cale, is in proportion to the 
Nature of Things; in the other, in pro- 
portion to the Streſs which God has laid 
on it, or the Limitations wherewith it is 
attended. 

But here I muſt explode a modern Er- 
ror, viz. That Reaſon can point out to us 
all neceſſary Precepts of Morality ; and 
that ſuch Natural Religion is ſufficient , 
without any Revelation from God: But of 
this briefly, 


1. One Objection againſt Revelation is, 
that it is ſuperfluous, becauſe Reaſon can 
- point out to us all the neceſſary Precepts of 
Morality, In anſwer to which I muſt ob- 
ſerve, that it is a very fallacious way of ar- 
guing, that becauſe we have had a Scheme 
of Natural Religion, wherein the great Lines 
of Virtue have been traced, wherein the 
eſſential Precepts of Morality have been de- 
lineated to us; therefore that they are diſ- 

covyerable 
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coverable without the help of Revelation. 


Since tis notorious, that the Compilers of 
thoſe Schemes have been principally aſſiſted 
by Revelation. But the trueſt, and indeed 
the only Criterion by which we ought to 
judge, is, how far, and to what Pitch Rea- 
ſon has actually carried its Votaries, where 
Revelation did not aſſiſt them ; at leaſt not ſo 
manifeſtly as it does our modern Moraliſts. 

So that if we ſurvey either paſt or pre- 
ſent Times, either the old or modern Hea- 
then World, we ſhall find that their Kncw- 
ledge was very ſmall, and their religious Acts 
mightily in/afficient to make the Comers there- 
unto per fedtu. Their Sacrifices were impure, 
as well as the Gods they worſhipped ; their 
Morality and Virtue very defective, in pub- 
lickly vindicating ſuch Actions, as were a 
Diſgrace to their very Nature. And this, 
not among the rude and illiterate Many 
only, but among the moſt civiliz'd Nations, 
and by the greateſt Pretenders to human 
Reaſon. Nay, their very Philoſophers were 
ſo d ident in ſome Particulars of Moment, 
ſo /coſe and vicious both in Word and Action, 
and ſo wundetermin'd among themſelycs in 
lome eſſential Points of Morality ; that they 


n Heb. x. 1. 
neither 
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neither did, nor could influence the Gene. 
rality of the World to the Obſervance of 
what was right. And Error is allowed by 
Tully to be ſo unayoidable in a State of 
Nature, that he ſays their Children imbibd 
it with their Mother's Milk *. And there- 
fore . thoſe Advantages we now enjoy, in 
a more clear Diſcoyery of Moral Duties, 
muſt be aſcrib'd, not to ' natural Reaſon 
only, but to that aſſiſted by Revelation. 


Therefore, 2. Natural Religion is not 


ſufficient without the Aſſiſtance of Revela- 
tion. And that, over and above the fore- 
going Reaſon, for this which follows; Vi. 

The Inability of human Reaſon to find 
out a Way to account for our preſent De- 
pravity of Nature, or a proper Means to 
reconcile an offended God. Man indeed, 
by the uſe of his natural Faculties, might 
be ſenſible of his own Corruption, but not 
diſcover the latent Cauſe of it ; he might 
know that his Paſſions were irregular and 
domineering; that his Will often ſwerv'd 
from the DiQates of right Reaſon, and yet 
be. ignorant wherefore it was ſo : Which in- 
ſtead of ſettling in him a well-grounded 


® Tuſc. Qu. 3. 


Senſe 
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Senſe of Religion, muſt, on the contrary, 
occaſion the utmoſt Doubts and Perplexi- 
ties ; and inſtead of being at all bettered 
by his Knowledge, it muſt rather increaſe 
his Misfortune, and his Mind be like 4 
Wave of the Sea driven of the Wind and 
toſſed o. 

As for a Reconciliation between God and 
Man, how ineffectual is Reaſon for it? Sa- 
crifices and Oblations have no natural Effi- 
cacy to atone for Sin: On the contrary, 
how -unreaſonable is it to ſuppoſe, that 
God would pardon the Offences of one Crea- 
ture by the Death of another? And there- 
fore, though every one might by the Light 
of Nature know, that ſomething muſt be 
done, ſome Atonement muſt be made, to 
appeaſe an incenſed Deity z yet what was 
to be done, and what would be ſufficient 
to that End, could not be known but by 
the Aſſiſtance of Revelation. I come now 
in the fourth Place to enquire, 


IV. Whether the Chriſtian Religion be. 
agreeable to Reaſon, and will bear the 
ſtricteſt Examination by it. Pure Matters 


0 Jam. i. 6. 
of 
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of Faith (as I before obſerved) are not cog- 
nizable by Reaſon, they are to be aſſented 
to as Things which God has revealed, not 
otherwiſe knowable by us. But if we con- 
fider the Nature and Deſign of the Goſpel! 
Revelation, the Ends propos d, and the 
Means that are made uſe of, we muſt be 
ſenſible that it is infinitely ſuperior, and 
yet no ways inconſiſtent with thoſe Noti- 
ons which Nature ſuggeſts to us. The 
whole Duty of Man refers to God, his Neigh- 
bour, and himſelf, to live ſoberiy, righteoufh, 
and godly in this preſent Marld v. Our Du- 
ty to God, is to have a right Apprehenſion 
of his Majeſty, to comport ourſelves with 
that Deference and Reſpect as becomes Crea- 
tures to their Creator, and is a Duty which 
muſt be confeſſed to be incumbent on us. 
Since in him we live, move, and have our 
Being 4, we ought in Reaſon to acknow- 
ledge our Dependence on him, and be 
grateful to him. As for Righteouſneſs, 
which implies our Duty to our Neighbour, 
to be juſt to every one, and kind to thoſe 
that are in Need, what 1s or can be more 
agreeable to Nature? To do t6 all Men, 4 
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we would have them do to usr, is as conſeſſed 
a Maxim as any in Morality, ſince Injuſtice 
brings Strife, Confuſion, and every evil Work *, 
For Sobriety, which contains our Duty to 
ourſelves, the Principles of Self-loye will 
oblige us to it, to avoid Exceſs and Intem- 
perance, which are the natural Cauſes of 
thoſe Diſeaſes, which either ſhorten, or 
make us weary of our Lives, nay very of- 
ten both. 

Such are the Laws of our Religion, ſui- 
table to our Underſtanding, proper for our 
Condition in this World, and which pre- 
pare for us the Happineſs of another. And 
know no Moral Duty in the Goſpel that 
is cavilled at, even by the Wicked, except 
theſe: The Reſtraint of our Thoughts; the 
loving our Enemies; and the forgiving our 
Perſecutors. And yet, even theſe, when 
examined, will appear the nobleſt Accom- 
pliſnments of our Lives, and the greateſt 
Ornaments of our Religion. 

As for the Reftraint of our Thoughts, it 
evidently demonſtrates the Wiſdom of the 
Lawgiver, in preycnting (if poſſible) the 
Means, as well as the Vice, to which they 
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tend; to curb the firſt Emotions of our 
Souls, that they may not break out into 
Sin: Since he who harbours no wanton, 
no criminal Deſires, will not eaſily be guil- 
ty of irregular Practices. 

Loving our Enemies, is a Virtue vaſtly a- 
greeable, and yet peculiar to the Chriſtian 
Scheme; it 1s not calculated ſo much for 
Self-defence againſt them, as for the ob- 
taining a ſure Conqueſt over them. It is 
the higheſt Pitch of Good-will towards Men; 
tis that which makes us Godlike and per- 
fe#, as our heavenly Father is perfet. 

And as to the forgiving Injuries; though 
Revenge may be ſweet to Fleſh and Blood, 
yet it is unmanly; and ſhould we enjoy 
that ' cruel Pleaſure, we are but even with 
our Enemy, whilſt by forgiving him we 
are ſuperior. It is the Glory of a Man 
(lays Solomon) to forgive his Enemy; but 
for private Perſons to be their own Judges, 
will ſoon bring a State to Ruin and Deftru- 
ction. So that in ſhort, there are no Pre- 
cepts requir'd of us, but what agree with 
the Dictates of Nature, and are ſuitable to 
the common Principles of Humanity. Thele 
Things being clear d, I proceed in the laſt 
Place, 

To 
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To raiſe ſome practical Inferences for our 
own Improvement: As, | | 


(1.) If Reaſon be admitted, and allowed 
to be a Guide in Matters of Religion, as 
we have proyed on the one hand that it 
ought ; but not our only Guide, as we have 
ſeen on the other; then we may very eaſily 
ſettle our Belief in the Trinity, and anſwer 
thoſe Objections which are uſually rais'd a- 
» Wl gainſt it. This being an Article of Faith, 
and aboye the Reach of thoſe Capacities 
with which we are endowed, is and muſt 
be in ſome reſpects a Secret to us, as it ex- 
), NN ceeds the Power of our rational Faculties 
7 
th 


diſtinctly to apprehend. As we know not 
what God, or what a Spirit is, only what 


de they are not; ſo thus much our Reaſon 
an tells us, that there cannot be three Perſons 
ut 


and but one Perſon; neither can there be 
a Plurality of Gods, ſince theſe are in them- 
ſelves Contradictions. However, it is no 
ways contradictory to our Reaſon, to allow 
a Conjunction of three Perſons in one God, 
though it be in a manner unknown to us; 
eſpecially if we remember it to be of ſuch a 
Nature, as to which our ſhallow Capacities 
To 3 are 


are not adequate; but ought to receive it 
as true, becauſe God has revealed it. 
Again; Others carp at this Doctrine, be- 
cauſe it is not expreſly, and in ſo many 
Words delivered in Scripture ; becauſe there 


is no one Text which ſays that the Unity in 


Trinity, and Trinity in Unity, is to be wor- 


ſhipped: Whereas the Certainty is not leſs 


for the Neceſſity we are under of drawing 
natural Concluſions from the Word of God. 
In one Place the Scripture ſays that the Fa- 
ther is God, in another that the Son is God, 
in a third, that the Holy Ghoſt is God And 
as theſe three are Perſons, (all the Proper- 
ties of Perſonality being aſcribed to them) 
and as Unity is eſſential to the Godhead, we 
may ſafely conclude, that there are three 


Perſons, as the Scripture ſays, and yet but 


one God, ſince it is impoſſible there ſhould 
be more. 


(2.) Is our Religion then ſo reaſonable ? 
Are the Dictates of it ſo agreeably adapted 
to that Senſe of Things which Nature itſelf 
inculcates? Are the Precepts of Chriſtianity 
nevertheleſs ſo ſublime, as infinitely to ſur- 
paſs the moſt refined Speculations of ai 
| | TY, 
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lity, which the Heathen World could 
boaſt of? Are its Doctrines ſo perfecti ve of 
our Natures, ſo ſuitable to the obtaining 
that Happineſs the Creature ſhould aim 
at, both here and hereafter? With how 
great Chearfulneſs and Alacrity ought we 
to embrace that Doctrine, how readily ſub- 
mit to all its Commands? Happineſs is our 
Aim, yet is it not to be obtain'd by the 
utmoſt Uſe of our natural Powers; the 
more we rely upon Reaſon, in oppoſition 
to Revelation, the more confus'd and un- 
ſettled will our Notions be, the further 
from preſent Peace and future Happineſs: 
Whilſt by believing God to be wiſer than 
Man, that he may, that he has given us a 
Declaration of his Will, we have therefrom 
wherewithal to ſupport ourſelves on every 
Occaſion, both in Trouble and Diſtreſs, at 
the Hour of Death, and in the Day of Judg- 
ment. - It will remoye thoſe Doubts and 
Fears with which we are now perpetually 
tormented, and inſtate us in that Happi- 
neſs we cannot otherwiſe obtain; ſince Here 
is none other Name under Heaven given among 


Men, whereby we muſt} be ſaved, but that of 


Chriſt *, 
"_e AA. iv. 12. 
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— That every Tongue Jpould confeſs , 
that Teſus Chriſt is Lord, to the 
Glory of God the Father. 


HE End of the Apoſtles 

LP preaching and writing, 
was to bring Men to an 
75 ;Y Acknowledgment that 
= 2 ky RE | Jeſus was the Chriſt, and 

SEE that Feſus Chriſt was 
Lord For the accompliſhing of which, 
they applied their Arguments as the pre- 
ſent Caſe required, either to the Know- 
ledge, Diſpoſition or Will of thoſe who 
heard them; as St. Paul ſays of himſelf, 


that 
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that he * became all Things to all Men, by 
that Means to gain the more. Whereby God 
very wiſely provided for the Salyation of 
all Men, aiming at their Conyi&ion by ra- 
tional Motives, and by ſuch Arguments, 
as, their preſent Circumſtances rendered 
them moſt capable of underſtanding. Yet 
at the ſame Time, and by ſuch his Proce- 
dure Tea giving ſufficient Intimation that 
there is a N eceſſity for all Men to embrace 
thoſe ſaving Truths, which he ſo induſtri- 
ouſly, and with ſo much Care endeayours 
to inculcate. For if there was not ſuch a 
Neceſſity to what Purpoſe does he ſo 
ſtrongly apply to the Humours, Paſſions, 
Intereſts and Underſtanding of Mankind? 
Or if that Natural Light which he at firſt 
implanted in his Creature, was fufficient to 
make him as happy as he deſign'd him, to 
what end ſhould Chri/t be preached, or Faith 
in him be required? To what End did he 
employ ſo many Meſſengers to inculcate 
this Belief, both by Power, and by all the 
known Methods of Perſuaſion ? Or if any 
prior Revelation of his Will had been „H- 
cient to make the Comers thereunto perfect; 

How irrational is it to ſuppoſe, that he 


a 1 Cor. ix. 22. 
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would ſuperadd another, and make a Belief 
in it neceſſary to the obtaining that Salva 
tion, which might as well be obtained with - 
out it? But, on the contrary, fo really in- 
effectual were all preceding Declarations of 
the Will of God, whether Natural or Re- 
veaPd; and of ſuch abſolute Neceſfity was 
and: is a Belief in that latter Revelation 
which God gave us by his Son, that we 
have no Aſſurance, ſcarce. room to hope 


that any ſhall be ſaved, but by Faith in 


him; and withal, ſo highly is he exalted, 
that he is worthy of the lowlieſt Re verence 


that can poſſibly be paid by all rational 


Creatures: It is therefore both the Duty 
and Intereſt of every one to confeſs that 
Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, to the Glory of God the 
Father. From which Words I ſhall raiſe 
this Qbſervation for the * of my pre- 
ſent Diſeourſe; . vis. 


That both the Law of Nature, and the 
Law of Moſes, were inſufficient of them- 
ſelyes to ſecure eternal Happineſs for thoſe 
who relied on them. Or, that the Chri- 
ſtian is the only Religion which can aſſure 
to its real Profeſſors Peace here, and Hap- 
fineſs hereafter. Which will evidently ap- 
E pear, 
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pear, if we examine the Extent of that 
Power which we find was ever exercis'd by 
them who believed not in Chriſt. Let us 
therefore conſider the State of Natural Re- 


ligjon, and the Accompliſhments of Philoſo phy, 
and ſee how they are to be valued in re- 


ſpect of the Gel. 5 

Though it muſt be acknowledged that 
human Nature was very much adyanc'd, 
the Principles of Virtue more inculcated 
by the Practice of Philoſophy, and the Ig- 
norant more effectually taught to practiſe 
ſome eſſential Duties of Religion, than 
otherwiſe they would have been; yet were 
both the Precepts and Practice of their 
Teachers, far from coming up to that Pu- 
rity which God requires of his Creatures. 
For even thoſe very Men, who inculcated 
ſome worthy Notions, advanced alſo ſuch 
Poſitions, as rendred them unworthy the 
Name they bore : And their Practice with- 
al ran ſo counter to the pure Precepts of 
Morality in many Particulars, that we may 
the more eaſily account for the Deviations 
of other Men. 

Nevertheleſs it muſt be acknowledged 
that the Precepts of Philoſophy did much 
incline the World to hearken and ſubmit 

to 
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to thoſe rational and inſtructive Leſſons; and 
prevailed on them to embrace many of thoſe 
Doctrines which Nature it ſelf inculcated. 
The wiſe King, who gives us ſo ſevere a 
Cenſure of all Things under the Sun, con- 
feſſes alſo that b Vi/dom excelleth Folly, as 
far as Light excelleth Darkneſs: And he 
certainly knew how to eſteem it, who 
choſe it for the beſt Gift, and had ſuch a 
plentiful Effuſion of it from God: But 
how uſeful - and noble ſoever Philoſophy 
may be, this Objection is ſufficient to de- 
preſs the Value of it, that it cannot, of 
itſelf, make us happy; and that therefore 
the Knowledge and Practice of n 
infinitely excels it. 

That the bare Speculations of Nature 
will not ſecure unto us an Eternity of Hap- 
pineſs, is too evident to be enlarged on; 
and that the Practice of Virtue in the high- 
eſt Degree of Morality is no leſs inſuffici- 
ent, we cannot doubt: But yet there are 
two contrary Aſſertions, both liable to 
Exception, 


I. That the Heathen World, even the 
very beſt of them, muſt neceſſarily periſh 


d Eccleſ. ii. 13. | 
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on account of their Unbelief. Whereas al. 
lowing that the Law of Nature was im- 
planted by God in the Hearts of all Men, 
it muſt be looked upon as his Inſtitution; 
and conſequently there is room to hope, 
that thoſe who obeyed this Natural Light, 
and conformed their Lives thereunto, may 
be accepted by God? But yet, 


2. This Conſideration will not imply any 
Certainty concerning their eternal Condi- 
tion. So that I cannot approve the exceſ- 
five Charitableneſs of thoſe, who would 
perſuade us, that the Profeſſion of Chriſt 
is not ſo neceſſary, but that we have Rea- 
ſon to expect a Man may be ſaved in the 
Profeſſion of any Religion, if he lives 
virtuouſly, and according to the Dictates 
of his Reaſon. For ſurely the great Apo- 
ſtle, who ſo highly recommends Charity, 
did not want it himſelf, when he ſaid, 
That © all have ſinned, and come ſhort of the 
Ghry of God, and conſequently are incapa- 
ble of Salvation; naleſs (as he adds in the 
next Verſe) they are juſtified freely by his 
Grace, through the Redemption that is in 
Chriſt Feſus. And St. Peter boldly pro- 


© Rom. iii. 23. 


feſſes 
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feſſes befote the great Counſel of the Jeu, 
that there is not Salvation in any other but 
Chriſt; and that 4 there is none other Name 
under Heaven, given among Men, whereby 
we muſt be ſaved. And we know that St · 
Paul thought it as neceſſary to preach Jeſus 
to the Athenians*, and to the Stoicks, the 
ſeyereſt Sect of their Philoſophers, as in 
any other Place, where Learning and Philo» 


ſophy were not in ſo great Repute. St. 


John plainly tells us, f He that hath the 
Son, hath Life 5 and he that bath not the 
Son of God, hath not Life And ſurely thoſe 
cannot be ſaid to have the Son, who never 
heard of him; neither can they expect 
Happineſs through him. The Doctrine of 
our Church, 8 on this Subject, is this: 
« 'They are to be had accurſed, that pre- 
« ſume to ſay, that every Man ſhall be 
« fayed by the Law or Se& which he pro- 
« feſſeth, ſo that he be diligent to frame 
« his Life according to that Law, and the 
« Light of Nature. For the Holy Scrip- 
ture does ſet out unto us only the Name 
« of Jeſus Chriſt, whereby Men muſt be 
« ſaved.” 'This is the Senſe of our Church, 


Acts iv. 12. Acts xvii. 22. f 1 John v. 12. 
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and it is obſervable that only this Article 
hath an Anathema prefixed to it; which ſure- 
ly may terrify thoſe who broach a contra- 
ry Doctrine, whilſt they pretend to be 
Members of this Church. However, in 
this Affair we cannot form a more ſecure, 
or more charitable Reſolution, than ( with 
out any dogmatical Cenſure ) to leave 
them entirely to the Diſpoſal of Almigh- 
ty God, our common and merciful Father; 
ſaying in the Words of St. Paul, h What 
| have I to do to judge them that are without ? 
Do not ye judge them that are within? But 
them that are without God judgeth. 

If therefore the wiſe Men of the Ea 
were not by all their Learning directed to 
Chriſt, like thoſe whom the Star directed: If 
to the Wiſdom of this World, they added 
not the Fooliſhneſs of the Croſs, we may 
admire their Perfections, but muſt pity 
their Unhappineſs ; that though they had 
received many Talents, and (we'll ſup- 
poſe) had improved them well, yet that 
they ſhould have no Security of entring in- 

to the Joy of the Lord. 
In ſhort, what will the Knowledge of all 
the ſecret Wonders of Nature ayail him, 
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to whom the ſupernatural Myſteries of the 


Goſpel are not revealed; who is not i able 
to comprehend: with all Saints, what is the 
breadth, and length, and depth, and height 
of the Love of God in Chriſt Yeſus ? Or 
what Comfort can be found at the Day of 
Judgment, in a Life directed according to 
the Rules of Philoſophy, and the Dictates 
of Reaſon and Conſcience, if no Expia- 
tion be made for the Sins and Errors of. it? 


And where ſhall we find a ſufficient Expia- 


tion, but in the Sacrifice of the Lamb of 
God Bu). hav 10 52 

But to be a little more particular; 1 
ſhall conſider the Influence of this Light of 
Nature, and Reaſon in Religion, and where- 


in the Weakneſs of it conſiſts: And this 1 


ſhall do by laying down theſe four Conſi- 
dera tions. | 


I. That the Generality of Worſhip re- 
quired by God of the Heathens, is natural, 
and that they ſhall be condemned at the 
laſt Day for their Violation of it. 

II. That ever ſince the Creation, God 
has been pleaſed to ſuperadd ſome poſitive 
Law to the Law of Nature, and to diſco- 


i Eph. iu. 18, 19. 
ver 
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yer himſelf at Times oy Particular ves 


lations, 
III. That the Cortuptien if our Midi 


by the Fall, is the Cauſe why the Law of 
Nature is not now 2 * us. And 
therefore, + 

- IV. Since the Fal, che Light of Na 
ture improved to the greateſt . Height by 
Philoſophy, can never conduct us to Hea- 
ven. 8 | | 


I. My firſt Obſervation is, That the 
Generality of Worſhip required by God of 
the Heathen is natural, and that they ſhall 
be condemned at the laſt IE for their 
Violation of it. 

I deny not that God requires the Belief 
of Chriſt from the Heathen; but in what 
Meaſure he expects an Aſſent to the Goſ- 
pel from thoſe to whom it was never 
preached, and how ſeverely he will deal 
with them for their Unbelief, I dare not 
determine. 


But I think that if all Mankind be o- 
bliged to believe in Chrift, the beſt way of 
founding this Obligation is, upon , the. firſt 
Promulgation of the Goſpel to Adam im- 
mediately after the Fall, when God pro- 

miſed 
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miſed that the Woman's Seed ſhould bruiſe 
the Serpent's Head, Upon which Account, 
as without doubt Adam believed in Chriſt, 
ſo poſſibly all his Poſterity might be obli- 
ged to the fame Faith: And though this 
Tradition, which ought to have been de- 
rived down throughout all Ages, was, in 
proceſs of Time, utterly loſt; yet the In- 
terruption of it being ſinful, the Obliga- 
tion was not thereby taken away. And 
therefore it being poſſible, that there may 
be at this Day ſome Country in the World, 
where the Goſpel was never preached, ſince 
the Appearance of Chriſt in the Fleſh; 
whatever Obligations lye upon ſuch Pa- 
gans to embrace Chriſt, ſeems moſt juſtly 
to proceed from this firſt Propoſal of it af- 
ter the Fall. Therefore I ſaid, not that 
all the Worſhip of the Heathen is natural, 
but that it is the general Worſhip which he 
expects from them: For having endowed 
them with Principles of Reaſon, whereby 
they may be directed to him, and may in 
ſome Mcaſure diſcern the way of pleaſing 
him, he juſtly expects a Return of Adora- 
tion and Duty from them, 

God has laid down immutable Rules of 
Virtue and Vice, and that Ignorance might 
F not 
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not be pleaded in Excuſe of Diſobedience, 
afforded them Faculties and Light ſuffici- 
ent to find them out. Whereby he has in- 
diſpenſibly obliged all Men to the Practice 
of thoſe Laws which Nature teaches them. 
And truly the Law of Nature is as much 
a divine Law, as any other which is de- 
rived from particular Revelation, and lays 
as great a Claim to that Authority which 
God imprints upon his own Statutes ; and 
therefore the Tranſgreſſors of it contract 
the greateſt Guilt, and conſequently are li- 
able to the greateſt Puniſhment. St. Paul 
clearly teaches us this, When the Gentiles, 
which have not the Law, do by Natare the 
| Things contained in the Law, theſe having 
not the Law, are a Law unto themſelves: 
Which ſhew the Works of the Law written 
in their Hearts, their Conſcience alſo bearing 
Witneſs, and their Thoughts the mean whil: 
accuſing, or elſe excuſing one another. In 
which Words the Apoſtle evidently ſets forth 
the Nature of this Law, and the Guilt 
which ariſes from the breach of it; decla- 
ring, that in this Caſe, the Gentiles by 
their own Conſciences accuſe and condemn 


themſelves. And in the firſt Chapter of 


* Rom. ii. 14, 15. 


this 
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this Epiſtle, Ver. 20, 21. he tells us, that 

the Gentiles are without Excuſe; becaule that 

when they knew God, they glorified him not 

as God : And in the 32 Verſe, he adds con- 

cerning them, that knowing the Judgment 
of God, (that they who commit ſuch Things 
; are worthy of Death) they not only do the 
s  /#me, but have Pleaſure in them that do 
N them. Thus we ſee that the Apoſtle im- 
] putes the Condemnation of the Heathen 
y World, to their ill Management of that 
: Talent which God had afforded them, and 
not ordering their Steps by the Light of 
„ their natural Faculties. And it is certain, 
„that at the laſt Day God will make an ap- 
parent Demonſtration of his Juſtice, in pro- 
ceeding againſt them for not walking ac- 
„ | cording to their Knowledge, and for diſo- 
z | beying the Law which was promulgated 
le to them. So that whatever the Force of 
n this Natural Religion is in procuring Sal- 
h vation, it is evident that the Tranſgreſſion 


lt of it is the meritorious Cauſe of eternal 
4 - Death. 


in II. The Second Obſervation is, That ever 
of | fince the Creation, God has been pleaſed 
to ſuperadd ſome poſitive Law to the Law 
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of Nature, and to diſcover himſelf by par- 
ticular Revelations; even in thoſe Times 
before the Delivery of the Moſaical Law. 
So that altho' the natural Law was ancient- 
ly the ſtanding Rule for Worſhip over all 
the World, where no poſitive Law was gi- 
ven ; yet even before that vaſt Acceſſion of 
the Levitical Law, it was ſometimes en- 
larged by the Addition of new poſitive Sta- 
tutes, which were obligatory to all Man- 
Kind, I ſhall inftance in two, vis. the In- 
ſtitution of Marriage by God, preſently af- 
ter the Creation k; and the Prohibition of 
eating Blood, immediately after the Delugel. 
In the former Caſe, Polygamy and Di- 
vorce were manifeſtly prohibited, which 
yet are not forbidden by the Law of Na- 
ture; for then God would never have dif- 
penſed with it to the Jews, as we know he 
did; fince (as all Divines hold) God him- 
ſelf can never alter or diſpenſe with the Law 
of Nature. Whereupon our Saviour vin- 
dicates Matrimony from theſe Abuſes, by 
reducing it to the original Inſtitution *. 
For the ſecond Caſe, of not eating Blood, 


enjoined to the Family of Noah, it was a 
Precept given us as a Fence to ſecure us 


k Gen. ii. Gen. ix. WT Matt. xix. 4. 
Precept 
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from Murder, and to imprint an Abhor- 
rence of it in our Minds. *Tis probable 
that this Injunction continued in its full 
Force till our Saviour's Time, by whom 
that Diſtinction of lawful and unlawful 
Meats was taken away, and a perfect Li- 
berty in that Matter introduced. Altho' 
upon this account that Canon of the Apo- 
ſtles was made, concerning not eating 
Blood a. Which yet, being of a temporary 
Nature, was afterwards abrogated ; tho' it 
was long obſerved in the Primitive Church, 
and the perpetual Obligation of it is ſtill 
maintained by ſome learned Men. 

By theſe two Laws we may perceive that 
the natural Law was antiently increaſed ; 
and therefore in the Infancy of the World, 


. the Light of Nature was not that compleat 


Standard of Moral Worſhip, nor deſign'd 
by God for our only Guide in Religion. 
But this will more abundantly appear from 
thoſe early Revelations of the Goſpel, and 
from thole Diſcoverics God made of him- 
{elf to the old Patriarchs, and from his pe- 
culiar Inſtitution of a Church in the Fami- 
ly of Seth; amongſt whom, no doubt, a 
much better Worſhip was ſettled than could 


" Act. xv. 29. 
be 
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be found out barely by the Strength of Na- 
ture; ſince the Guidance and Direction of 
that was not withheld even from the Po- 
ſterity of Cain. 

And perhaps it might not be improper 
to proceed ſo far, as to queſtion whether 
even thoſe Duties which are called natural, 
may not derive their Efficacy from Reve- 
lation; inaſmuch as it will be very difficult 
to fix a Time wherein there was not ſome 
poſitive Revelation of the Will of God. If 
I may be allow'd at preſent to ſuppole the 
Genuineneſs of the Books of Moſes, we 
there find, that no ſooner had God formed 
Man out of the Duſt of the Earth, but he 
gave him an expreſs Command not to eat 
of the Tree in the midſt of the Garden o. And 
tho' this may perhaps be ſaid to have no- 
thing of Religion in it, otherwiſe than as 
it teſtified Man's Obedience to the Will of 
God; yet as all religious Acts may poſſibly 
be found to derive their Efficacy and Obli- 
gation from hence only, this will of conſe- 
quence be eſteem'd a poſitive Moral Duty. 

But excluding this Inftance, we may ob- 
ſerve further, that there is Reaſon to be- 
licve there were poſitive Inſtitutions from 


Gen. ii. 17. 1 
the 


SERMON II. 43 
the very firſt, tho' they are not now re- 
corded : Which, if true, muſt be an Argu- 
ment equally concluſive to thoſe who do 
not, as well as thoſe who do, believe the 
Authority of the Holy Scriptures. For as 
we do not pretend to produce any poſitive 
Injunction in the Caſe of Sacrifices ſooner 
than the Time of 4braham; (and yet that 
they were us'd in more early Times, we 
cannot doubt, being aſſured thereof by the 
univerſal Practice of Mankind, and by the 
concurrent Teſtimony of Antiquity:) So 
we cannot any Ways account for the Pre- 
valency of this Cuſtom, but as proceeding 
from ſome poſitive Command of God, ori- 
ginally given to Mankind, tho' now forgot. 
For we are at a Loſs to diſcover any Mora- 
lity in ſuch Actions, nor can we coneeive 
any natural Efficacy in the Deſtruction of a 
Fellow- Creature, towards procuring a Re- 
conciliation with an offended God. 

From whence we may conclude, that 
Mankind has never been under the bare 
Direction of the natural Law; tho' this 
was the greateſt Part of their Religion, and 
a due Obedience to the Injunctions of it has 
always been very pleaſing to God. Neither 
has the Goſpel taken away its Vigour, but 
rather 
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rather heightned our Obligations to per- 
form the Precepts of it ; only it evinces the 
Inſufficiency of that Law, by thoſe Addi- 
tions which It hath made, and which That 
always ſtood in need of. 

The Reaſon of which Weakneſs will ap- 
pear from the third Conſideration ; Vig. 


III. That the Corruption of our Natures 
by the Fall, is the Cauſe why the Law of 


Nature is not ſufficient for us. Had Man 
continued in a State of Innocence, the Law 
of Nature might have been ſufficient for 
his Inſtruction; there might have been no 
Neceſſity for any other Law; the Goſpel 
might then have been of no Uſe, and 
Chriſt might not have had any Induce- 
ments to take upon him our Fleſh, and 
ftoop to the frail Condition of Mortality. 
For Man had then ſuch a plentiful Stock 
of Light infus'd into him, that there was 
but a bare Poſſibility for him to miſcarry. 
Whereas in this dark and degenerate State 
of Things into which Mankind is now 
ſunk, Nature cannot conduct us to the Seat 
of Happineſs; ſince it can neither direct us 
perfectly in our Way thither, nor enable us 
to perform our Journey: Our Underſtand- 


ing 
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ing is ſo weak, that we cannot by Nature 
diſcern our Duty, nor find out what Wor- 
ſhip 18 moſt acceptable to God. And for 
that Part of Religion which Nature ſeems 
to teach, thoſe Rules of Virtue which ſeem 
to be engraven on our Hearts; 'tis clear 
that our Wills are fo depraved, that they 
will not be conformable. to them; and the 
Paſſions are now ſo headftrong and unruly, 
that they often raiſe Commotions within 
us, uſurp the 'Throne of Reaſon, get the 
Maſtery of the ſuperior Faculties of the 
Soul, and compel them to comply with 
the ſeditious Motions of the ſenſitive Ap- 
petite. 

An evident Inſtance of the Weakneſs of 
natural Knowledge, and the general Cor- 
raption of it, is that of Idolatry, which for 
ſome Ages had an univerſal Empire oyer- 
ſpreading the Face of the whole Earth, 
and hath ſtill got a very large Dominion in 
it, Tis certain that Idolatry is very re- 
pugnant to the Laws of Nature, and that 
the ſecond Commandment, which prohi- 
bits the Worſhip of Images, is only a Branch 
of that natural Law, For Nature plainly 
teaches that there is but one God, and that 
he is an Infinite, Spiritual Rs, the Cre- 
, G ator 
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ator and ſupreme Governor of the World: 


Whereupon, by confequence, Nature re- 


ſtrains and limits our Adoration to this 
God; condemning Polytheiſm or the Wor- 


ſhip of many Gods; much more the In vo- 


cation of Stocks and Stones, and the Obla- 


tion of Sacrifice to dead Men or Devils, or 


to any ſenſleſs, inanimate Creature. All 
which Sorts of Idolatry were univerſally 
practis'd in former Times, and are ſo ſtill 
in ſome barbarous Nations. | 

By which Example, and others which 
might be nam'd, tis eaſy to-infer how 


prone our Natures are to Corruption, and 


how quickly the Spirit of Man, that Candle 
of the Lord (as the Wiſe Man calls it) may 
grow 1o dim, and burn ſo faintly, that we 
cannot diſcern our Duty; and therefore it 


was neceſſary for our Salvation, that ſome 


other Light ſhould ſhine from Heaven, e- 
ven that true Light, which lighteth every 
Man that cometh into the World%, My 
fourth and laft Obſervation was, 


IV. That ſince the Fall of Man, the 
Light of Nature, improv'd by the greateſt 
Heights of Philoſophy, can never conduct 


P Prov. xx. 27. 4 John i. 9. 
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us to Heaven. This is abundantly confirm- 
ed by what was laid down before; and ſure- 
ly if the natural Diſpenſation could have 
conducted us to Happineſs, God would ne- 
ver have made a new Promulgation of the 
Moral Law to the Jes, nor have ſuperad- 
ded to it any other Revelation; for (as the 
Apoſtle argues) If there had * a Law 
which could have given Life, verily Righ- 
teouſneſs ſhould have been by that Law®, 

The wiſe Heathen made many notable 
Diſcoveries in natural Religion, and nobly 
vindicated it from the Corruptions of the 
Vulgar; and how far God hath approved 
of this, and rewarded them for it, is not 
ſafe to determine : Becauſe when God hath 
not thought fit to tell us how he uu be 
pleaſed to deal with ſach Perſons, it is not 
fit for us to tell him how he ozgh? to _ 
with them. 

But bleſſed be God, who hath diſcovered 
his Will to us in a more ample Manner, 
and put us in the direct Path which leads 
to Eternal Life; thereby inſtating us in a 
Condition infinitely more noble, than the 
higheſt Perfections of depraved Nature could 


advance us to. 
r Gal. iii. at. 
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The Lord thy God will raiſe up unto 


thee a Prophet from the midſt of 
thee, of thy Brethren, like unto me; 
unto him ye ſhall hearken. 


H O' the Author of the Chri- 
& ſtian Religion be repreſented 
under ſeveral Names, both 
in the Old and New Teſta» 
ment, yet there is none more 
frequently uſed, or of a more important 
Signification, than that of Chriſt, Among 
the Jews there was no Name (except the 


conceal'd 
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conceal'd Name of God) ſo venerable, A 
1o frequently repeated by them, as the 
Meffah (which, in their Language, is of the 
very ſame Signification with that of Chriſt). 
The Reaſon of which was, its important 
Meaning, as denoting his threefold Office 
of Prophet, Prieſt, and King: He was 
therefore call'd Chriſt, becauſe he was anoint- 
ed with the Oil of Gladneſs above his Fellows *; 
that is, with a Redundancy of the Spirit of 
God, as well to authorize and conſecrate 
him to, as to furniſh him with Abilities 
for ſo great an Undertaking. 

Our Text directs us to {peak of his Pro- 
phetick Office; and it has been quoted 
twice in the New Teſtament to prove the I 
Authentickneſs of our Religion as diſtinct 
from the Jews, ſeeing the Founder of theirs C 
did foretel of another whom all ſhould C 
obey. And whereas Mo/es here ſays, God 
ſhall raiſe up unto you a Prophet like unto 


me; in the Greek Verſion (as the Prophe- 
cy is repeated by St. Stephen b) it is rendred 


> > Q Quo 


Q 
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g 42, which ſome would have to ſignify \ 
no more, than, that God would raiſe up c 
another, as he raiſcd up Moſes. But becauſe { 
ſome further Signification may not impro- 1 

ſ 
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perly 
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perly be ſappos'd to be comprehended un- 
der the Word Camoni in the Text; and be- 
cauſe ſeveral other Prophets aroſe after Mo- 
ſes, long before our Saviour, to whom yet 
this Prophecy did not belong; as alſo, be- 
cauſe there may be found a very great Like- 
neſs between Moſes and Chris, as they 
were Prophets, which will agree to no o- 
ther; it will not be improper to draw a 
Parallel between them in ſeveral Particu- 
lars; and ſo the Subject of my following 
Diſcourſe will be compris'd under theſe 
two general Heads. 


I. To ſhew wherein Chriſt was really a 
Prophet. 
II. What Likeneſs there was between 
Chriſt and Moſes, over and above what was 
common to them with other Prophets. 


I. I am to ſhew wherein Chriſt was real- 
ly a Prophet. 

And this we ſhall find he was „esl 
Ways: I ſhall paſs over the common Ac- 
ceptation of the Word Prophet, as a thing 
ſelf- evident, that he was a Foreteller of 
Things to come; and ſhall proceed to ob- 
lerye, 


(1.) That 
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(i.) That Chriſt was a Prophet, as he 
was the only and proper Inſpirer of all the 
Prophets and Apoſtles, with a competent 
Meaſure of Truth, and of all thoſe Things 
that were either neceſſary or convenient to 
be known or revealed to others, in order to 
the Promotion of a good Life, and the Pro- 
pagation of the Chriſtian Religion: And 
this by the Holy Spirit, which was in a 
peculiar Manner his own, which therefore 
he communicated by his- own Authority; 
All Things that the Father hath are mine, 
therefore, ſaid J unto you, that he ſhall re- 
ceive of mine, and ſhall ſhew it unto you e. 
This was the Inditer of the Sacred Scri- 
ptures, whence they are ſaid to be @«- 
cu, given by Divine Inſpiration, where- 
by they are diſtinguiſh'd from all other Wri- 
tings, whether Eccleſiaſtical or Prophane, 
as having that peculiar Stamp upon them 
in all and eyery Part, as not only to treat 
of Divine Matters, but to be free from Er- 
ror and Fallibility. Now all thoſe Things 
which he delivered, as a Prophet, by Di- 
vine Inſpiration, may be compriz'd under 
theſe two Heads. | 


© John xvi. 14. 
19, Such 
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Such as were indiſputably beyond 
A Regt of Reaſon, and yet were uſeful 
to be known, in order to the making Men 
religious. Or, 


* Such as might poſſibly be diſcoyer'd 
by the Light of Nature; but receiv'd a 
further, Confirmation, and might therefore 
have a more conſtant and general Influence 
upon the Minds of Men, on account of 
their being reveal'd alſo. As to the 
former, I ſhall ſhew their peculiar Uſeful- 
neſs for the main Deſign of Religion, 5. e. 
the making Men good. And as to the 
latter, I ſhall enumerate ſeveral Adyanta- 
ges that do-accrue to us, by the Revelation 
even of ſuch Things as might poſhbly be 
known by Reaſon, but not ſo well, nor ſo 


univerſally. 


1* Theſe Things which are above the 
Reach of Reaſon. And of theſe, 


(J.) The Doctrine of the Trinity ſeems 


to be the moſt ſpeculative, and the leaſt 


relating to Matters of Practice. For what 


Advantage can there be (may ſome ſay) 
H in 
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in bending our Minds to this Complication 
of Numbers; one in three, and three in 
one; One Nature in three Perſons, and 
three Perſons in one God: What will be 
the Reſult of this, but Confuſion and Diſ- 
ſatisfaction? I anſwer, by propoſing ano- 
ther Queſtion : What a ſhallow, mean and 
trifling Thing would Religion ſeem to be, 
and how liable to be expos'd to the Con- 
tempt of the witty part of Mankind, if 
all Things therein contain'd were ſelf- evi- 
dently clear, or capable of being diſcovered 
by a ſlight Examination? For doubtleſs 
there are many who apply themſelves to 
examine Religion for the ſame Reaſon, and 
with the ſame Deſign, as they do Arts and 
Sciences; that they may try if they can 
conquer them by the Acuteneſs and Per- 
ſpicuity of their Underſtandings: Which, 


when they have once done, they ſcorn and 


vilify them, and look upon themſelves to 
be too knowing, any longer to meddle with 
ſuch Things. Wherefore the Myſteriouſ- 
neſs of our Religion has this (no way con- 
temptible ) Uſefulneſs in it, that thereby 
it is rendered more venerable, is apt to 
ſtrike a greater Awe upon the Minds of 
Men, make them more docible, and teach 

| them 
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them not to lean too much on their own 
Underſtandings. 


 (2.) Another ſupernatural Truth which 
this great Prophet informs us of, is his own 
Incarnation. And the Benefits of it (I 
mean now, not the Thing itſelf, but the 


Doctrine, as one of the Credenda, and its 
Operation upon our Minds) are very diſcern- 


ible. As, 1. It is no ſmall Encouragement 
to ſinful and timorous Men (therefore timo- 
rous becauſe ſinful ) to make their Addrefles, 
in Matters that concern their eternal Welfare, 
to one of the ſame Nature with themſelves. 
2. It inſtructs us to ſet a right Value upon hu- 
man Nature; it being of ſuch Excellency, 
notwithſtanding all its Infirmitics, that 
God did not diſdain to take it to himſelf 
by Hypoſtatical Union; not to do any 
Thing unworthy of our Nature; which, 
if rightly praQtis'd, is the Subſtance of all 
Virtue. 3. The Apoſtle expreſly aſſerts 
another Reaſon, That we might know him 
to be a more merciful High- Prieſt in Things 
pertaining to God ; in that he hath ſuffered, 
being tempted , he is able to ſuccour them 
that are tempted d. 


« Heb, ii, 17, 18. 
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(3.) Another Truth which Chriſt informs 
us of, and which we muſt have continued 
ignorant of, had he not ſo informed us, is 
the Reſurrection of our Bodies: A Thing 
in its own Nature ſo difficult to be con- 
ceiv'd, ſo contrary to the daily Experience 
of Mankind; ſo unlikely, ſo impoſſible to 
be perform'd by any natural Means, that 
the nobleſt of our Speculations- could not 
afford us the leaſt Intitation of it. And 
this appears to have received the greateſt 
Oppoſition of any Goſpel Truth, eſpecial- 
ly from the Philoſphers, the greateſt Pre- 
tenders to human Reaſon ; © Some of whom 
mocked, whilſt St. Paul preached the Reſur- 
rection of the Dead at Athens. And one 
of them reckons it among thoſe Things 
which exceed the - Power even of God him- 
ſelf ft. But yet, very uſeful is ſuch a Diſ- 
covery, to give us clear Intimations of 
what will ſucceed hereafter; to ſatisfy us 
that the Soul and Body ſhall hercafter be 
reunited, and undergo one common Lot of 
Happineſs or Miſery : Which, ſays the A- 
poſtle, cannot -reafonably be doubted of by 
any, ſince God hath given undeniable Au- 


e Acts xvii. 32. f Plin. Nat. Hiſt. L. II. c. 7. p. 3. 
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rance of it unto all Men, in that he hath 
raiſed up Chriſt from the Dead b. 


(4) Another ſupernatural Truth which 
this great Prophet informs us of, is the Aſ- 


ſurance of the Communication of the Ho- 


ly Ghoſt to all true Believers, to animate 


and aſſiſt them in their Chriſtian Courle, 
For he that is thus aſſur'd, that there is 


ſomething in him that is more than hu- 
man; that God himſelf is for him, and 
with him, and in him; that ſtedfaſtly be- 
lieves thoſe glorious Things, that wonder- 
ful Power and Virtue, thoſe mighty Ope- 
rations that are attributed to the third Per- 
ſon in Holy Scripture, as he is communi- 
cated to Men; and that not only to the 
Prophets and Apoſtles, or others in the 
Primitive Times, for the working of Mi- 
racles, and the better Settlement of the 
firſt Plantations of the Goſpel; but to all 
Chriſtians in general, for the Illumination 
of their Minds with all neceſſary Truths; 
for the inclining their Wills to the Proſecuti- 
on of the beſt Things, and for raiſing their 
Affections above all the Vanities of this 
lower World. He (I ſay) that ſtedfaſtly 
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believeth theſe Things, cannot chuſe but 
be animated to the Performance of his 
Duty; ſeeing the Advantages are ſo many, 
the Aſſiſtances ſo great, and his ſpiritual 
Enemies ſo weak, in Compariſon of that 
Strength with which they are to com- 
bat: What Inference can he make ſo rea- 
ſonable, as that of the Apoſtle, h Hou 
ſhall we eſcape, if we neglect ſo great Salva- 


lion? 


Thus have I mention'd ſome of thoſe 
Things which this great Prophet made ma- 
nifeſt to us, which were really beyond the 
Reach of Nature to diſcover, and yet were 
profitable and uſeful to be known, in or- 
der to the making Men Religious. Pro- 
ceed we now, 


2» To ſhew the ſeveral Adyantages 
that Chriſtians have, by the Revelation 


of ſuch Things as were not ( perhaps ) 
above human Reaſon to find out; but 


yet were, for very good Purpoſes, and 
with great Wiſdom, interpreted in the Scri- 


Ptures. 
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(1.) In regard of their Eaſineſs to be learn- 
ed. For here we are only to attend to the 
expreſs Words, to be certain of what is 
meant by them; as being already ſufficient- 
ly aſſur'd, by the many Miracles that were 
wrought for the Confirmation of Scripture, 
that whatever is therein contain'd is true. 
And therefore 'tis obſeryable, that the Strain 
of the whole principally conſiſts in perem- 
ptory Affirmation and Commands, without 
aſſigning a Reaſon either for one or the o- 
ther. The uſual Preamble in the - Old 
Teſtament, is this, Thus ſaith the Lord of 
Hoſts; and in the New, when our Saviour 
is introduc'd as a Teacher, I /ay unto you. 
From whence it appears, that we have this 
particular Advantage, that we need not ſo 
much trouble ourſelyes about the Reaſon 
of the Thing, or the tracing a great Num- 
ber of Conſequences in Way of Demonſtra- 
tion, which would take up a great deal of 
Time, and hinder our ſpeedy Practice, and 
conſequently our Happineſs which de- 
pends thereon, And, F | 

(2.) This affords us greater Security from 
Errour and Miſtake, than meer Reaſon : For 


leeing 
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ſeeing the human Faculties are ſo much 


weakned and diforder'd by Prejudices and vi- 
cious Inclinations, it will, in all Probability, 

often ſo fall out, that they ſhall be impo- 
ſed upon by bare Appearances, inſtead of 
Truth; and be in ſuch a Condition, as that 
to which. the Prophet has annex'd a Woe; 
Woe unto them that call Evil goad, and Gocd 
evil; that put Darkneſs for Light, and Light 
for Darkneſs), miſtaking one 'Thing for a- 
nother. 

And ſo we find de ts, among the Phi- 
loſophers of the greateſt Repute; tho' they 
were Men of very conſiderable Parts, im- 
proved by frequent Study, yet were they 
very far from being always in the Right. 
It were endleſs barely to reckon up their 
manifold Errors, ſo ſhall name but few of 
them. Self-murder was not only allow- 
able, but Praz/e-worthy allo, where Pain 
or Diſgrace might be prevented by it. 
And the Stoical Apathy was reckon'd as 
the Perfection of their Morals, tho' it ex- 
tended fo far as to deſtroy all Compaſſion; 
which is contradictory, as well to the com- 
mon Sentiments of Mankind, as to the 
Precepts of holy Writ. So Prayers to God 


i Ta. v. 20. 
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for Aſſiſtance in the Purſuit of Virtue was 


accounted by them ſuperfluous, inaſmuch 
as they pretended to have their Happineſi 
dependent on themſelves only: tho' one of 
them ſeems to aſſign another Reaſon for it, 
even their Ignorance of what to ack, Thus 
Meekneſs was accounted Puſillanimity ; Cru- 
elty and Revenge, Juſtice : So apt is Man to 
run from one Extreme into another, and to 
blind his Underſtanding by the Viciouſneſs 
of his Temper. And to name but one 
more; their ſacrificing thetr Children to De- 
vils, is an Act in itſelf ſo cruel, fo barba- 
rous and unnatural, that had we not un- 
queſtionable; hiſtorical Teſtimony for the 
Truth, of it, we could hardly conceiye it 
poſſible to be perform'd, eſpecially to be 
made a Part of their Religion. | 
3.) Revelation is the moſt firm Baſis of 
our Faith, and Aſſurance of thoſe Truths 


that are neceſſary for the promoting Virtue 


and Piety: Which makes a wide Difference 
between the wiſeſt Pagan and the meaneſt 
Chriſtian, and gives the Preference to the 
latter, We know what Streſs is laid upon 
Faith in Scripture ; this is the Victory that 

I o - 
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_ overcometh the World, even our Faith k; viz. 
a firm Belicf that what the Scripture faith 
is true. For therein ate contain'd ſuch Pro- 
miſes to the Obedient, ſuch Threatnings to 
the Diſobedient, that whatever may ſeem 
otherwiſe confiderable in this World, will 
appear as nothing in Compariſon thereto, 
Whereas the beſt of the Heathen were left in 
Doubtfulneſs and Uncertainty, as to thoſe 
grand Points upon which all Religion de- 
pends, viz. a true Knowledge of the Na- 
ture and Attributes of God, and a firm 
Belicf of the Immortality of the Soul. And 
tho? it is not doubted, but that a Life to 
come may be clearly proy'd by Principles of 
Reaſon, after they are once reveal d; yet 
whether it could at firft be found out by 
thoſe Principles, may juſtly be queſtioned. 
If it might, why could not thoſe who made 
it their Buſineſs to ſearch into ſuch Things, 
expreſs themſclyes in a more confident Man- 
ner, with a greater Shew of Certainty and 
Aſſurance? 

Having thus ſhewn how Chriſt was a 
Prophet, as he was the only and proper In- 
ſpirer of all the Prophets and Apoſtles; I 
proceed now to obſerve, 


k 1 John v. 4. 
(29.) That 
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(29.). That Chriſt was a Prophet, as he 
was, in an extraordinary Manner, commiſ- 
ſioned and authorized by God, to deliver 
his Meſſage to the Sons of Men, with the 
higheſt Kind of Certainty, no leſs than In- 
fallibility itſelf, And this we know is only 
done by Miracles, ſomething ſtrange and 
unuſual, ſomething either above or con- 
trary to the Laws of Nature; ſo that we 
muſt needs conclude, that 0 one could do 
thoſe Works, except God were with him", 


The Strength of which Argument lies in 
theſe two Things: 


10 That God only can change the Courſe 
of Nature, thoſe Laws which he at firſt 
eſtabliſhed. 


. That it is not conſiſtent with his 
eſſential Perfections, to commit this Power 
to another for the Confirmation of a Lye, 
or any thing that is inconſiſtent with true 
Reaſon and Religion. So that whatever 
Perſon is by him enabled to do a Miracle, 
is thereby ſufficiently warranted to demand 
an Aſſent from all his Auditors, to what- 


! John ili. 2. 
1 2 ſoever 
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loever he ſhall ſay, or inſtruct them in. I 
will not ſay that this Power of working 
Miracles was eſſential to Chriſt as a Prophet, 
becauſe there were many who neyer wrought 
a Miracle, who yet cannot be denied to 
be true Prophets: But doubtleſs where 
God was pleaſed to delegate 'this Power, 
and enable his Prophets to perform mira- 
culous Acts for the Confirmation of what 
they ſaid; it was an unexceptionable Proof, 
that the Meſſages they delivered were from 
him, and the Things they foretold, ſhould 


in due Time be accompliſhed. Thus he 


who propheſy'd againft the Altar at Bethel, 
that Joſiah ſhould offer the Prieſts of the 
High Places that burnt Incenſe, and Mens 
Bones upon it”, gave undeniable Evidence 
to the Truth of his Prediction, by the rend- 
ing of the Altar, and the ſtrikiug and Reco- 
very of Ferobcam's Hand; which would not 
have been done without it. 

And we may further obſerve, that the 
Notion of a Prophet, which we have hi- 
therto inſiſted on, is widely different from 
that which is ſometimes mention'd, and 
according to which they were ſtiled Pro- 
phets, as they were educated in the Schools 


. of 


m 1 Kings xili. 1, Oc. 
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of the Prophets. And therefore theſe latter 
ſort of Prophets were liable both to Errors 
in their Underſtandings, and Viciouſneſs in 
their Lives; which they are frequently up- 
braided with by thoſe who were true Pro- 
phets in a ſtricter Senſe. Inſtances of both 

are frequent in Scripture, but-T hall men- 
tion only one of each. God tells us by the 
P rophet Jeremy a, that the Prophets prophe= 


Lies in my Name; 1 [ent them not, neither 


have I commanded them : they propheſy unto 
you a falſe Viſion and Divination; and a Thing 
of nought, and the Decent of their Heart. And 
as for their Immorality, we may take what 
he ſays by Micah o, The Heads thereof judge 
for Reward, and the Prieſts thereof teach 
for Hire, led the Prophets thereof divine 
for Money: And in other Places they are 
tax'd with almoſt eyery Vice that is com- 
mon to Mankind. But for the other Pro- 
phets, as they were holy and blameleſs in 
their Lives, and infallible in their Doctrines; 
ſo were they very ſeldom (if ever) choſen 
out of this Company; but occaſionally cal- 
led forth and ſeparated for this Employ- 
ment, whatever their private Occupations 
were. So the Prophet Amos deſcribes his 
| Jer. xiv. 14. „ Mic. ili. 11. 

own 
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own Condition?, I was no Prophet, neither 
was TI a Prophet's Son, i. e. neither Tutor 
nor Pupil in the Schools of the Prophets; 
but the Lord took. me as I followed the Flock, 
and ſaid unto me, Go, propheſy. 

Which Place I the rather mention, be- 
cauſe it exactly agrees with that Character 
which is given of our Saviour by the Evan- 
geliſts: His reputed Father being a Car- 
penter, he applied himſelf to the ſame Bu- 
ſineſs; whence we find ſome offended at 
him, ſaying, Is not this the Carpenter's Son? 
Is not his Mother called Mary 4? But when 
he was thirty Years of Age, he was, by the 
Inſtigation of the Holy Ghoſt, taken off 
from that Employment, and ſet apart for 
the preaching of the Goſpel, tho' he was 
neither Prophet, nor Prophet's Son, like A. 
mos; and accordingly they made this Re- 
mark, by way of Queſtion; Whence hath 
this Man Letters, having never learned? r 

So that Chriſt was really a Prophet in 
this latter Acceptation of the Word, and 
received for ſuch; and which indeed was 
confirm'd beſides by thoſe miraculous Things 
which happened to him more than to others. 
As the Manner of his Nativity was peculiar 
to him, and neyer before heard of from 


Amos vii. 14. 4 Matt. xiii. 55. John vu. 1 5 | 
; | tne 
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the firſt Ages of the World: His Transfi- 
guration alſo, whereby his Face did ſhine as 
the Sun, and his Raiment was white as the 
Light *, did anticipate to him that heaven- 
ly Accompliſhment of a glorified Body, 
which none elſe partake of, till after their 
Death and Reſurrection. And as for his 
Miracles done upon others, they were ſo 
numerous, and yet ſo devoid of all juſt 
Suſpicion of being either falſe or counter- 
feit, that we need not, under this Head, 
mention them particularly ; but only con- 
ſider, that they were not only wonderful, 
but of exceeding great Benefit to Man- 
kind. At one and the fame Time draw- 
ing them to his Religion, and thereby do- 
ing Good to their Souls ; and to their Bo- 
dies alſo, by healing the Sick, raiſing the 


Dead, making the Deaf to hear, and the 


Dumb to ſpeak. I come now to ſhew, 


II. Wherein, and what Likeneſs there 
was between Chriſt and Moſes, over and 


above what was common to them with o- 


ther Prophets. And we will trace the Pa- 
rallel in theſe following Particulars : 


Matth. xvii. 2. 


( 10.) The 
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(i.) The moſt remarkable of all is this; 
That they were both of them Founders of 
a new Religion, which cannot be ſaid of 
any other Prophet : There having been no 
more than two different Manifeſtations of 
the Deity, towards the forming to himſelf 
a Church; the one under Moſes, the other 
under Chriſt ; the one in Types, Shadows, 
and Symbolical Repreſentations; the other 
in a clear and intelligible Diſcovery of ſuch 
Things as were tipified in the former, but 
now fulfilled. 


(2%) It is ſaid concerning Moſes, If there 
be a Prophet among you, I the Lord will 
make my ſelf known unts him in a Viſion, and 
will ſpeak unts him in a Dream. My Ser- 
vant Moſes is not fo, who is faithful in all 
my Houſe. With him will I ſpeak Mouth to 
Mouth + i. e. (as it is immediately ex- 
plain'd) even apparently, and not in dark 
Speeches t. Who therefore ſo proper as he 
to ſuſtain the Compariſon, or bear a Re- 
ſemblance of thoſe tranſcendent Excellen- 
cies that were in our Saviour? Of whom it 
is ſaid, that no Man knoweth the Father, but 


© Numb. xii. 6, 7, 8. 


the 
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the Sonn; not in that Meaſure and Degree, 
not with that Clearneſs and Perſpicuity. 
And again, The Father loveth the Son, and 
ſheweth him all Things that himſelf doth x. 
Which muſt certainly amount to the very 
Height of the Meaning of God's ſpeaking 
to any one Mouth to Mouth, or Face to 
Face. 


(3*.) It is ſaid of Moſes, that he was very 
meek, above all the Men that were upon the 
Face of the Earth Y + So that this alſo is pe- 
culiar to him, and is the more pertinent to 
our preſent Purpoſe, as ſuch a Temper of 
Mind is moſt proper for the Spirit of Pro- 

phecy to reſide. in. And in this, as well as 
other Accompliſhments, our Saviour was, 
through the whole Courſe of his Life, a 
Parallel to Mc/es For it was propheſied of 
him, Behold my Servant whom I uphold, he 
ſhall not cry, nor lift up, nor cauſe his Voice 
to be heard in the Streets *. He was not a 
violent, not a furious Reformer; but mild- 
ly, and by degrees (according as they were 
able to bear it) inſtill'd his Doctrine into 
the Minds of Men. And herein he parti- 


u Matth. xi. 27. * ſohn v. 20. Numb. xii. 3. 
5 Ifa. XxIIi. I, 2. 
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cularly propounds his own Example, Learn 
of me, for I am meek and lowly in Heart *. 


(4*.) After the Law had been promulga- 
ted to the Children of 1/rae/ from Mount 
Sinai, with Thundrings and Lightnings ; 
they, with one Accord, addreſs'd them- 
ſelves to Moſes, ſaying, Speak thou unto us, 
and we will hear; but let not God ſpeak to us, 
leſs we die de Whoſe Deſire was approved 
by God, and Moſes ever after was their In- 
ſtructor. And St. Paul compares our Con- 
dition with theirs in this Reſpect; Ye are 
not come, lays he, to the Mount that might 
not be touched, and that burned with Fire, 
nor unto Blackneſs, and Darkneſs, and Tem- 
peſts, and the Sound of u Trumpet, and the 
Voice of Words; which Voice they that heard, 
intreated that the Word ſhould not be ſpoken 
to them any more. But ye are come unto 
Mount Sion, and to the City of the Living 
God, and to Feſus the Mediator of the new 
Covenant e. This Law, delivered in ſuch 
an aſtoniſhing Manner, is affirmed by St. 
Stephen, to be communicated by the Diſpo- 
ſition of Angels 4; but of Chriſt it is ſaid, 


a Matth. xi. 29. d Exod. xx. 19. © Heb. xii, 
18, 19, 22, 24. d Acts vii. 53. 
that 


SERMON III. 7 
that he took not on him the Nature of An- 
gels, but the Seed of Abraham *, that he 
might thereby ſhew himſelf the more mer- 
cifal, kind and condeſcending. And upon 
this Account the Chriſtian Religion is ſtiled 
the Law of Grace ; as elſewhere the Royal 
Law, and the Law of Liberty : But it is 
obſervable, that it is no where called the 
Law, without ſome mollifying Term an- 
nexed to it. | 


(5%) Moſes's Stay in the Mount f, and 
Converſe with God, for forty Days, is ſuf- 
ficiently known; where he is ſuppoſed to 
have been inſtructed by God more particu- 
larly, as to what the Jews were to obſerve 
and do. So our Saviour, before he entred 
upon his Prophetick Office, was led by the 
Spirit into the Wilderneſs s, where he con- 
tinued forty Days and forty Nights. There- 
by recommending to us ſuch a Solitude, 
Retirement and Freedom from worldly 
Cares, as is either neceſſary, or highly con- 
venient, for a more thorough Inſight into 
divine and ſpiritual Things. 


Feb. ii. 16. f Exod. xxiv. 18. 5 Matth. 
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(Laſily,) As I before obſery'd, that the 

Power of working Miracles was not of it 
ſelf neceſſary to prove that a Prophet was 

true, and therefore was not in common to 

all Prophets; I ſhall draw a ſhort Parallel 
between thoſe Miracles which were wrought 
by Chriſt and Moſes. Moſes's Miracles in 
the Land of Egypt were many of them 
(as it is recorded h) equall'd by Magick; 
and therefore were not. ſufficient Indicati- 
ons of the Finger of God working by him: 
Though indeed it may juſtly be queſtion- 
ed, whether the Magicians did perform real 
Miracles, or not; whether it were not a 
deceptio viſus, a Deluſion only: Or, if they 
were real, it may be further queſtioned, 
whether they perform'd them by a Power 


they at other Times enjoy'd ; or not rather 


by a particular Permiſſion of God, at this 
Time, for the Accompliſhing thoſe great 
Ends he propos'd, by the wilful Obſtinacy 
and Perverſeneſs of Pharaoh. However, 
it cannot be doubted, but that the Finger 
of God was ſufficiently eyident in the Mira- 
racles that he wrought before Pharoah, in 
the Sea, and in the Wilderneſs. Moſes 


s Exod. Vil. 12, 22. viii. 7. 


divided 
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divided the Sea, through which the 1/7ae- 
lites paſſed on dry Ground" : Chriſt walk- 
ed himſelf, and impowered Peter alſo 
to walk on the Surface of the Waters k; 
which evinc'd as great a Power over that 
Element, as the former; nay, there never 
was pretended any natural Cauſe, which 
could accompliſh this, as 'tis known there 
has been (though falſly ) in the other Caſe. 
Moſes ſmote the Rock at Horeb |, and in 
the Wilderneſs of Ziu m, and there came out 
Water for the Uſe of the People: Chriſt 
twice * fed Multitudes in the Wilderneſs, 
with that only which was provided for him- 
ſelf and his Diſciples. Moſes, by the Pre- 
valency of his Prayers with God, recoyered 
Miriam's Leproſy * : Chriſt, by his own 
Power, cur'd all manner of Diſeaſes, heal- 
ing the Sick ?, opening the Eyes of the 
Blind d, making the Deaf to hear ©, the 
Dumb to ſpeak , cleanſing the Lepers ; 
raiſing thoſe that were dead; nay, ſuch 
Power was in him, that an Iſſue of Blood 


i Exod. xiv. 22. * Matth. xiv. 25, 29. 1 Exod. 


xvii 6. mn Numb. xx. 10. Matth. xiv 15.—xv. 32. 
Numb. xii. 12. Matth. iv. 24. 4 John ix. 1. 
r Mark vii. 32. Matth. ix. 32. © Luke xvii. 14. 
John xi. 44. 
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was ſtopp'd by a Touch of his GR 
only *. 

I ſhall not need to ſlay, that the Mira. 
cles wrought by Chriſt were (at leaſt) as 
many, and as great, as thoſe recorded of 
Moſes; fince (if both Relations be allowed 
to be authentick ) they appear to be far 
ſuperior: So may ſafely conclude from the 
Parallels IJ have above drawn, that this Pro- 
phecy of Moſes was effectually accompliſhed 
in our blefſed Saviour, A Prophet ſhall the 
Lord your God raiſe up unto you, like unto 
me. 

If it be objected, that there was a Ne- 
ceſlity that Chrift ſhould be like unto Moſes 
in every 'Thing, and reſemble him in all the 

Hiſtory of his Life, juſt as Face anſeveretb 
t9 Face in a Glaſs, or as a Subſtance agrees 
to its Shadow ;, that the Miracles wrought by 
Jeſus, ought to correſpond to thoſs of Moſes, 
and ought to be alike, as to Number, Nature, 
Uſe and Ov enfants: I anſwer, that there 


could be no ſuch Neceſlity, for theſe follow- 
ing Realons : 


„. Tis agreed on all Hands, both by 
ou and Chriſtians, that Moſes was a Type 


x Matth. ix. 22. 


of 
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of the Meſſiah; conſequently that there 
was a Neceſſity there ſhoald be a Likeneſs 
between them in thoſe Particulars, wherein 


the one was the Type, the other the Anti- 
type: But it does not from thence follow, 


that we muſt expect a Reſemblance in thoſe 


Actions, which were foreign thereunto. 
For then muſt their Birth and Education 
have been the ſame; nay, the moſt minute 
Particulars of their whole Lives, which is 


prepoſterous to expect. 


20. Moſes is not the only Perſon, who 
is acknowledged ito be a Type of the Meſ- 
fiah ; therefore there is the ſame Neceſſity 
lor an exact Likeneſs to theſe, as to Moſes ; 
whereas their Actions, and way of Life, 
were ſo different, that there is an abſolute 
Impoſlibility for him to be like them all iz 
all Things; though he may be perceived to 
be ſo in thoſe Things, wherein they were 
Types of him. 


30. Could it be ſhewn, that Jeſus was 
like unto Mo/es in all Things, we ſhould 
be ſo far from acknowledging him to be the 
long expected Meſſiah, that we muſt of 
Neceſſity deny him that Honour; ſince 

thoſe 
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thoſe Prophecies which are looked upon to 
have an undoubted Reference to the Meſſiah 
by us, and acknowledged by the ancient 
Jews to mean him, and him only, could 
not then, with any ſhew of Reaſon, be ac- 
commodated to him. 

Seeing therefore that theſe Things are ſo; 
let us, who are Partakers of theſe Bene- 
fits, hearken to this great Prophet, and Hold 
faſt the Profeſſion of our Faith without wa- 
vering ?Y + Let us adhere to the Church, that 
Pillar and Rock of Truth, in an Orthodox 
Profeſſion of her Principles, and conſcienti- 
ous Practice of her Precepts: Since we can- 
not expect that the Doctrine of God our 
Saviour ſhould gain Admittance, whilſt the 
unworthy and diſſolute Lives of its Pro- 
feſſors repreſent it to ſo great a Diſad van- 
tage. So that if we would have the Chri- 
ſtian Religion effectually recommended, it 
muſt be by the unblameable Lives of thoſe 
who make Profeſſion of it. Which ſhould in- 
duce us to cleanſe our ſelves from all Filthineſs 
both of Fleſh and Spirit, perfecting Holineſs in 
the Fear of God *; that ſo, having our Fruit 


unto Holineſs, our End may be everlaſting 


Life *. 
Y Heb. x. 23. Z 2 Cor. vii. 1. 2 Rom. vi. 22. 
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A new Commandment I write unto 
you, which thing is true in him and 
in you: Becauſe the Darkneſs is 
paſt, and the true Light now ſhi- 
neth. 


I. John having wrote his 
Goſpel, as it were, to com- 
pleat the Hiſtory of our 
HSI Saviour, which was in Part 
——_—_— F#&d by the other Evan- 
geliſts, therein obviates the Objections 
which were made againſt ſome funda- 
mental Truths of the Goſpel, by the He- 
reticks of thoſe early Days, Ebion and Ce- 
L rinthus. 
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rintbut. Notwithſtanding the Publication 
of which, they perſiſting till in their De- 
ſign to ſubvert the Faith, and turn Men 
from their Obedience to the Goſpel; he 
writes this Epiſtle to ſtrengthen the con- 
verted, but wavering Chriſtians, in that 
Faith wherein they had been baptized ; 
and to arm them againſt the Subtilties of 
theſe Seducers. And herein he particular- 
ly characterizes thoſe, of whom he would 
have them beware, giving them the oppro- 
brious Name of Antichriſt; and uſhers in 
his Diſcourſe of them, with the Prophecy 
of our Saviour, recorded Matt. xxiv. 5. As 
ye have heard, ſaith he, that Antichriſt 
ſhould come, even now there are many Anti- 
chrifts ; whereby we know that it is the laſt 
Time. They went out from us, but they were 
not all of us : for if they had been of us, they 
would no doubt have continued with us : but 
they went out, that they might be made ma- 
nifeſt, that they were not all of us. Who it 
a Liar, but he that denieth that Feſus is the 
Chriſt? He is Antichriſt, that denieth the 
Father and the Son. Whoſs denieth the Son, 
hath not the Father. A moſt excellent Cau- 
tion this, and Deſcription of whom they 
were to beware; a Caution, that is even 

now 
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now neceſſary, and will be ſo unto the End 
of the World. For fo long as the Devil 
hath the ſame ſort of Agents, whom he 
employs to overturn the Truths of the Go- 
ſpel ; ſo long as the ſame Cauſe of Infideli- 
ty is carrying on, and even by denying, in 
the ſame Manner, that Jeſus is the Chriſt ; 
there cannot be a more uſeful or inſtructive 
Leſſon, than to explain the Doctrine of the 
Apoſtle, contained in the Words of my 
Text; 4 new Commandment I write unto 
you, which thing is true in him and in you : 
Becauſe the Darkneſs is paſs, and the true 
Light now ſhineth, Tho' the Apoſtle does 
here more particularly allude to one Branch 
of the Chriſtian Duty, even that we love 
one another ; yet I ſhall treat of the Words 
without any Connexion, or Reference to 
that particular Duty; and fo, taking in the 
whole Scope of the Chriſtian Revelation, 
ſhall 


I. Enquire in what Senſe the Goſpel 
may be ſaid to be a new Commandment, 

II. I ſhall obſerve the Neceſſity of ſuch 
a Revelation, in order to the wellbeing ok 
Mankind. 


"8 III. I ſhall 
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III. I ſhall endeayour to prove, that the 
Revelation of the Will of God by Chriſt 
Jeſus, is a regular and exact Completion of 


his Promiſes made to Mankind, even from 
the "ey firſt. 


I. We will enquire in what Senſe the 
Goſpel may be ſaid to be @ new Command- 
ment. 

Which I take to be not ſo much the 
Lateneſs of the Promulgation, with refe- 
rence to the Delivery of the Law to the 
Fews by Meſes ; as that it repreſented ſe- 
veral Things to be Duties, with which 
Mankind was before either wholly unac- 
quainted, or at leaſt did not eſteem their 
Obſervance to be of that Importance, as he 
now told them it was. 

It is a very caſy Matter to decry the In- 
ſtitutions of the Goſpel as unneceſſary and 
arbitrary, and to repreſent them as inſuffi- 
cient to the Ends propos d; but not with- 
out taxing the Wiſdom of God, who cer- 
tainly has thought ſuch Things neceſſary, 
by requiring our Obſervance of them under 
the ſevereſt Penalties. And tho' this might 
be a ſufficient Anſwer to all ſuch Cavils ; 
yet I ſhall proceed to evince, not only the 
Rea- 
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Reaſonableneſs, but Neceſſity of thoſe In- 


junctions which are peculiar to the Goſpel, 
or are heightned b improved by it. As, 


(1 .) The Goſpel propounds to us (if not 
the only, yet certainly) the moſt ſolid 
Foundation of real Holineſs, and that is 
Love: That we perform all our Duties 
both to God and Man, as influenc'd by this 
Conſideration only. Tis poſſible to obey, 
thro' Dread of Puniſhment ; but yet ſuch 
Obedience, when perform'd even to God 
himſelf, would be irkſome and uneaſy ; 
whilſt he who performs his Duty out of 
Love and Affection to his Creator, is more 
conſtant, diligent, and exact; nay, he even 
ſeeks for Opportunities to renew his Plea- 
ſure. And as for our Duty to our Neigh- 
bour, Love, ſaith the Apoſtle, worketh no 
Ill to him, — Love is the fulfilling of 
the Lau a. 

The Heathen Theology (which muſt be 
looked upon as the only Standard of natu- 
ral Religion) was in this Particular entire- 
ly defective: And tho' it has been obſery'd 
that a generous Man would forgive his Ene- 
my, yet it is not ſaid, that every Man, in 


2 Rom. xiii. 10. 


Obedience 
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Obedience to the Law of Nature, ought ; 
but that thoſe, who are more tenderly diſ- 
pos d than others, will do ſo, whilſt thoſe, 
who do not, are guiltleſs. However, ſup- 
poling this to be a Duty on their Principles, 
how infinitely does it fall ſhort of loving 
them, doing Good to thoſe who hate us, and 
praying for them who deſpitefully uſe and per- 
ſecute us? d How ineffectual is Reaſon for 
the Diſcoyery of theſe Things; which yet, 
being known, are of the utmoſt Conſe- 
quence to the Peace and Welfare of Man- 


kind, 


(29.) I ſhall inſtance in the Doctrines of 
the Immortality of the Soul, and a future 
State. How inſufficient natural Light has 
been to make ſuch Diſcoyeries, appears 
from the imperfe& Knowledge the Hea- 
then World had thereof. Knowledge, do 
I ſay? Conjecture rather; for that their 
Speculations and Reaſonings reach'd no 
higher, is too notorious to be denied. 

Socrates, after all his philoſophical Rea- 
ſonings, wherein he carried the Probability 
of the Soul's Immortality further than moſt 
others, yet concludes his Diſcourſe, and 


b Matt. v. 44. 


cnds 
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ends his Life, with the utmoſt Uncertain- 
ty: He tells his Friends, that it was true, 
he was parting from them, he to Death, they 
to Life ; but which was beſt, was knows only 
to the immortal Gods. And his ordering 


his Friends to ſacrifice a Cock to Aſculapiuse, 
is hardly to be reconcil'd to that Doctrine 


for which he is ſuppoſed to die. This is 
plain, that he complied with all the idola- 
trous Impieties of his Country; and even 
pleaded it before his Judges, by way of 
Merit, and to ward off the Puniſhment 
which they were about to inflict upon him: 
'Tis well known, ſays he, that I uſually ſa- 
crificed on the publick Altars; nay, even Me- 
litus himſelf, if he would ſpeak, knows as 
much d. 

Tully alſo, tho' he gives many Reaſons 
why it is probable there may be a future 
State, yet cannot draw any ſolid Concluſi- 
ons from them, that it ſhall really be; 
Hours, ſays he, and Days, and Months, and 
Years roll on; the Time once paſt never re- 
turns; and what will ſucceed hereafter we 
know not. But ſenſible that it is deſirable, 
and would be adyantageous, if true, he adds, 


If in this Matter I am decetved, I am willing 


. Plato | in Phæd. * Xenoph. in Apol. pro Socrate, initid fers. 
io 
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to be ſo : Nor will I, whilſt I live, be depri- 
ved of [o pleaſing an Errour e. And of the 
Stoicks in general, he ſays, 'That they af. 
ford us the moſt ample Teſtimony that this is 
their Belief, that the Souls of Men do remain 
for a Time after Death, but deny their per- 
petual Exiſtence f. 

Pliny reflecting on the Inability of our 
natural Powers to perform many Things, 
which he might eſteem as neceſſary, ſola- 
ces himſelf in this, that even God cannot do 
all Things ; ſince he cannot, if he would, kill 
himſelf, nor beſto Eternity on Mortals8. 
Seneca, indeed, ſometimes expreſſes him- 
ſelf in ſuch a Manner, as that we ſhould 
conclude his Belief of this important Arti- 
cle; if he did not at other times heſitate 
and doubt of it, and eyen deny that the Soul 
can ſubſiſt in a ſeparate Staten. But we 
ſhould not have wonder'd, had he been 
more particularly exact, as he lived ſince 
the Birth of our Saviour, ſince the ſhining of 
the true Light. It is needleſs to accumulate 
Teſtimonies, to evince the Truth of my 
Aſſertion; as thoſe which I have already 
produc'd are ſufficient : And the Concluſion 


e Cic. de Senect. ad fin. f Cic. Tuſc. Qu- 1. as quoted 
by Diog. Laert. Op. V. 2. p. 325. Coll. 2. 5 Hiſt. Nat. I. 2. 
c. 7. Þ Epilt. 54. 102. 


we 
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we muſt naturally draw from them is this; 
That tho' they ſometimes ſpeak as if they 
had ſome diſtant Knowledge, or, at leaft, 
Expectation of a future State; yet that they 
had no thorough Satisfaction, nor could 
draw any ſolid Concluſions, from the great- 
eſt Improvements of natural Reaſon , _ 
it would really be, 

And what are all theſe Conjettired to the 
unexceptionable Teſtimonies of Revelation? 
St. Paul tells us, that if in this Life only we 
have Hope. in Chriſt, we are of all Men moſt 
miſerable : That God hath appointed a Day, 
in which he will judge the World in Righte- 
ouſneſs, by that Man whom he hath ordained ; 
and hath given Aſſurance of it unto all Men, 1 
in that he hath raiſed him from the Dead k. 
That we muſt all appear before the Judg ment- 1 
Seat of Chriſt, that every one may receive the 1 
Things done in his Body, according to that he 
hath done, whether it be good or bad l. And 
Chriſt Eimſelf has told us, that he Son of 
Man ſhall hereafter fit upon the Throne of his 
Glory, before whom all Nations fhall be ga- 
thered; the Conſequence of which will be, 
that the Wicked fhall gc into everlaſting Pu- 
niſhment, but the Righteous into Life Eternal n. 


i 1 Cor. xv. 19. Act. xvii. 31. +2 Cor. b. 10. 
= Mate. XXV. 31, 32, 46. | 
M - And 
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And certainly ſuch a clear Diſcovery of 4 
future: State, and a Day of Retribution; 
wherein our paſt Behaviour will be exami- 
ned, and an impartial Sentence be denoun- 
ced upon us, ſhould, in Reaſon, have a vi- 
ſible Influence upon us, to regulate our 
Lives according to the Laws of that God 
who has made theſe Diſcoyeries to us. 


(3®.) As Reaſon cannot afford us a ſatiſ- 
factory Account of the Origin of Evil, we 
muſt neceſſarily derive our Knowledge of it 
from Revelation; which tells us that it 
proceeded from the Tranſgreſſion of our firſt 
Parent, in diſobeying the Command of 
God. Before ſuch Diſcovery, how unde- 
termined were Mankind about it? They 
could not but obſerye the Depravity of the 
Soul of Man, ſo prone to the Commiſſion 
of Evil, that it was, as it were, preſsd 
down by ſome external Violence, and conſtrain- 
ed to that which was Evil by the Force of 
Paſſions® ; that they continually did many 
Things diſpleaſing to the God they wor- 
ſhipped. But how to render thoſe Gods 
propitious and favourable to them, after 
ſuch their Miſcarriages, they knew not. 


» Hiero. in Carm. Pythag. 


But 
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But now the true God hath been pleas d 
to diſcover it to us in his Word, That there 
1s no Condemnation to them which are in Chrift 
Feſus, who walk not after the Fleſh, but af- 
ter the Spirit. Fur what the Law could not 
do, in that it was weak through the Flejh, 
God ſending his own Son in the Likeneſs of 
Jones Ps and for Sin condemned Sin in the 
Fle Thereby aſſuring us, that the Ap- 
pearince of the Son of God in the Fleſh, 
and his being offered up a Sacrifice for our 
Sins, is the only (but that indeed a ſuffi- 
cient) Foundation for our being accepted 
by God. Which Conſideration ſhould in- 
duce us to lay hold on the proffer'd Grace, 
leſt by lighting the Mercy, and difobey- 
ing the Conditions of this ſecond Cove- 
nant, we juſtly forfeit our Title to his Fa- 
your, and for eyer render ourſelyes incapa- 
ble of receiving the Benefits which his In- 
carnation and Death have procured for us: 
Since, if theſe Means are lighted, we may 
for ever deſpair of Acceptance hereafter ; 
there remaining no more Sacrifice for Sins, but 
a certain fearful looking for of Fudgment and 
feery Indignation b. 
(49.) Another Particular which I ſhall 
mention, wherein the Goſpel may be ſaid 


* Rom. viii. 1, 3. P Heb. x. 26, 27. 
M 2 to 
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to be a new Commandment, is, the reaſona- 
ble Service required under it, in Oppoſition 
to the impure Sacrifices of the Heathen. 

I make no Queſtion, but that the Ori- 
ginal of Sacrifices was a divine Appoint- 
ment; that God did require ſuch and ſuch 
particular Things and Creatures to be of- 
fered up to him; promiſing his Acceptance, 
and that he would have Reſpect to them, 
as Actions performed in Obedience to his 
Command, and therefore expreſſive of their 
Dependance on him. How long it conti- 
nued to be performed according to the ori- 
ginal Inſtitution of it; how long it was ere 
human Sacrifices were invented, 1s not eaſy 
to determine. The moſt early Account of 
it, in ſacred Hiſtory, is the Caſe of Zeph- 
tha 4 (for that of Abraham is foreign to the 
Purpoſe, ſince Iſaac was not ſacrificed; and 
if he had, it would have been in Obedience 
to a poſitive Command of that God, in 
whoſe Diſpoſal, not only I/aac, but Abra- 
ham himſelf was) therefore the Caſe of Jeph- 
tha is the firſt we meet with that deſerves 
to be conſidered ; and whether he did real- 
ly ſacrifice, or only devote his Daughter to 
the Service of God, is as yet not agreed up- 
on by the Jews themſelves; only in this 


4 Judg. xi. 


they 
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they are agreed, that if he did ſacrifice her 
he was blame-worthy for ſo doing. So that 
this ſingle Inſtance will no ways. counte- 
nance thoſe intolerable, thoſe deviliſh Sacri- 
fices, which the Heathen offered to their 
Gods. . | Þ REA? 

The Writings of the Old Teſtament are 
full of Inſtances r, wherein the Nations round 
about are taxed, as ſcandalouſly. guilty of 
this Crime. And there is not perhaps any 
one Nation. of Idolaters, but who have 


made it a part of their Religion to offer 
human Sacrifices to their Gods; even Italy 
and Greece, (where Learning and Politeneſs 
eminently flouriſhed ) not excepted, as 
their own Hiſtorians relate * The learned 
Grotius * tells us from Sanconiathon, as quo- 
ted by Philo Biblius, that it was cuſtomary, 
when the Pheœnicians were vexed with any 
grievous Calamity, for their King t9 ſacrifice | 
his beſt beloved Son, hoping thereby to avert, 
or remove the Evil. The Inhabitants of Tau- 
rica in Scythia ſacrificed Strangers to Diana; 
the Laodiceans, a Virgin to Pallas; the Ar- 


cadians, a Boy to Jupiter Lyceus. The 
Blemmiz, #he Cimbri, the Gauls, he 


7 Levit. xviik. 21. 2 King. xxiii. 10. 2 Chron. xxviii. 3. 
Jer. vii. 31.—Xix. 5. &c. 
* Liv. I. 22. c. 57. Porph. de abſti. I. 2. f. 56. Plin. Nat. 
. Hiſt, 1. 8. c. 20. © In Deut. xviii. 10. 
Druids 
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| Druids and Germans on particular Days offer 
human Sacrifices, and think that their God; 
are then beſt pleasd, when they offer up 
their Victim with the greateſt Barbarity. » 
And in Arcadia ther# is a Temple, in which 
they whip a Maiden to Death upon the Altar; 
as the Spartans were wont to ſerve a N outh, 
on the Altars of Mercury, and Diana Orthia -. 
And they were not content with making a 
ſingle Offering, but they often ſacrificed 
great Numbers together. The Carthaginians 
at one Time ſacrificed #wo Hundred Chil- 
dren of their principal Nobility : The Se- 
ruvians * the ſame Number, for their Ingua's 

Health: And the Mexicans = five Thouſand. 
Nay, /o many were their Sacrifices of this 
Sort, that ( as one relates of them ) #he ve- 
ry Blood of their Vitims, beſides what was 

ſprinkled on the Walls of the Temple, lay on 
the Floor ad duorum uſque Digitorum alti- 
tudinem b. This we find to be the general 
Cuſtom in thoſe Places, where the Light of 
the Gofpel never ſhone, or was not receiv'd : 
For that the Hebrews alſo degenerated into 
the Performance of the ſame Abominations, 
is not to be denied e. 


Alex. ab Alex. dies gen. L. VI. c. 26. p. 749. * Id.ib. 
y Seld. de Dijs Syris. Syntag. 1. c. 6. p. 181. 2 Acoſt. 
Hiſt. Indies. L. V. c. 19. Id. c. 21. * Martyr. Deca. 5. 
c. 4. Pp. 352. © Jer. xxxil. 35. Ezek. xx. 31. 


But 
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But how foreign to theſe are the Precepts 
of the Goſpel? How careful is it to incul- 
cate a more rational Service? We are re- 
quired thereby to believe, repent and obey the 
goſpel à; to live ſobefly, righteouſly, and 
Godly, in this preſent World® ; to come boldly 
to the Throne of Grace *, but yet to ak in 
Faith s; to cleanſe our ſelves from all Filthi- 
neſs both of Fleſh and Spirit h; to endea- 
your to be pure, as our heavenly Father js 
pure i. And if we look into our Sayiour's 
Sermon k on the Mount, we ſhall find a Sy- 
ſtem of Religion ſo entirely unknown to 
the Heathen World, and yet ſo compleat- 
ly adapted to the Knowledge of, and Obe- 
dience to the true God; as ſufficiently veri- 
fies the Truth of the Apoſtle's Aſſertion, 


even in an extended Senſe, that the Goſpel 
was a neu Comma nd ment. 


I come now to obſerve, 


II. The N eceſſity of ſuch a Revelation 


(as the Goſpel) in order to the Well- being 
of Mankind. 


Aſter what has been le ſaid under 
the foregoing Head, I ſhall only obſerye ; 


« Mark i. 15. © Tit. ii.12. f Heb. iv. 16. £* Jam. i. 6. 
* 2 Cor, vü. i, I John iii. 3. “ Matth. v. 6, 7. 


that 
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that both the Precepts and Practice of the 
Gentile World were ſo flagrantly vicious, fo 
unworthy the Inſtitution of God, and fo 
utterly incapable of procuring that End, 
which is, and ought to be propoſed by Re- 
ligion, viz. the rendring Men happy here 
and hereafter, eſpecially the latter: As they 
were ſo entirely defective in Point of Au- 
thority, and eyen labour'd under Difficul- 
ties, to be reconciled to the common Senſe 
of Mankind: As there were ſuch Variety 
of Syſtems, all of them deſtitute of Evi- 
dence both external and internal: As all 
Men were at full Liberty to join with 
which Sect, and ſubſcribe to what Opini- 
ons he thought beſt; and could aſſent to 
none but what were vicious: As their whole 
Religious Worſhip conſiſted in Diabolical 
Rites and Ceremonies: As their very Ora- 
cles were purely fallacious, and the Gods 
they worſhipped no better than Devils ; 
certainly there was an abſolute Neceſſity 
( even excluſive of any Promiſe) for God 
to compaſſionate their deplorable State, to 
reſcue them from their Errors, and to af- 
ford them ſome more perfect Knowledge of 
himſelf, than could be attained by the ut- 
moſt Application to the Law of Nature. 


But 
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But ſappoſing that theſe Heathen Sages 
did really know more of the Matter than 
they ſeem to do; yet even that might be 
accounted for in this Manner: 
Either by allowing that ſome diſtant, and 
imperfect Notions of the more important Du- 
ties, which ſeem to be, and are more imme- 
diately incumbent on Man, might be derived 
down by Tradition; but that paſſing through 
ſo many Hands, might probably be cor- 
rupted : And the true Knowledge of them 
once loſt, tis ealy to conceive how the Ig- 
norance or Wickedneſs of Men might ſu- 
perinduce their own Conceits, ſo as to ren- 
der the Command ineffectual, and their 
Knowledge vaſtly imperfect. And therefore, 
let us ſuppoſe their Knowledge of theſe 
Things to be in what degree of Clearneſs 
we will, we may reſolve it into this; That 
ſuch poſitive Command, or ſuch Knowledge, 
has been traditionally delivered to them 
with more or leſs Exactneſs: And {if I 
miſtake not) one of their greateſt Philoſo- 
phers refers all his Knowledge of the Im- 
mortality of thc Soul to Tradition. 
Or we may ſay, That ſuch their Know- 
ledge of the Doctrines which are more par- 
ticularly explained and enforced in Scrip- 
N ture, 
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ture, might be derived, not from the A- 
cuteneſs of their Parts, or the Strength of 
Natural Reaſon, but from their Acquain- 
tance and Converſation with the Hebrews 
and Bgyptians. Foſephus | alledges, that Phe- 
recydes, Pythagoras and Thales, were the 
Scholars of the Egyptians, Chaldeans and He- 
brews; and quotes Hermippus as aſſerting 
that Pythagoras derived many Truths of his 
Philoſophy from his Converſation with the 
Fews ; which he might well do, having ſtu- 
died in Egypt above twenty Years”, This is 
certain, that the moſt eminent Philoſophers, 
ſuch as Platon, and others, finding but a 
Dearth of Learning at Home, travelled for 
Improvement into other Places; and Egypt 
being more particularly looked upon to be 
the chief Seat of Literature; there was no 
Man of Note, but went thither to perfect 
and compleat his Studies: Where converſing 
with the Jeu, who were there in great 
Numbers; and having the Advantage of 
conſulting the Law of Moſes tranſlated into 
Greek, and depoſited in the Library of Pto- 
lemy with no {mall Care; 'tis highly ratio- 


1 Contr, Appi. L. I. Op. Vol. II. p. 1331. Ed. Ox. 1720. 
2 Jambl. Vit. Philoſ. in Vit. Pathag. p. 36. 
„ Diog Laert. in Vit. Philoſ. Vol. II. p. 139. 
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nal to ſuppoſe that they there did, and 
could not but imbibe many Doctrines 
therein contained: Though afterwards they 
delivered them but imperfectly, being 
blended. with their own Conjectures. So 
that allowing the - Philoſophers to have 
ſome imperte& and confus'd Notions ; yet 
conſidering withal, how fmall- their Au- 
thority was to inculcate the ſame Belief, 
and how unequal the Generality of Man- 
kind were to trace ſuch Doctrines by a long 
Series of Reaſoning; and above all, how 
impure their Morals, and even their Reli- 
gious Acts were, it cannot in Reaſon 
be denied, but that there was a Neceſſity 
for ſome further Manifeſtation of the Will 
of God, in order to the Happineſs of Man- 
kind. 

All that remains now is, to prove that 
this Darkneſs is paſt, and that the true 
Light now ſhineth. Which I ſhall do by 
obſerving, 


III. That the Revelation of the Will of 
God by Jeſus Chriſt, is a regular and exact 
Completion of his Promiſes made to Man- 
kind, even from the very firſt. 


N 2 Man- 
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Mankind, as I have before obſerved, 
were always encouraged with the Hope of 
better Things, upon the Birth of tome 
very extraordinary Perſon, whom God 
ſhould raiſe for a common Bleſſing. Even 
Adam in Paradiſe was encouraged to hope 
for a Remiſfion of his Sentence; that the 
Curſe then pronounced upon him :for his 
Diſobedience would be taken off, upon 
the Appearance of one of his Off- ſpring, 
whom God ſhould particularly appoint. 
And ſuch his Ex pectation was juſtly found- 
ed on his Creator's expreſs Promiſe, that the 
Seed of the Woman ſhould bruiſe the Serpent's 
Head. Though the Time when, ſuch Pro- 
miſe ſhould be made good to them, was al- 
together unknown. For we find that at 
the Birth of Cain, Eve was ſo tranſported 
with the Thoughts of her Deliverance, that 
ſhe then thought her Deliverer had been 
born; I have gottes a Man from the Lord p. 
But ſhe being deceived, and Men after- 
wards multiplying upon the Face of the 
Earth, there was ſome ſort of Neceſſity 
for a freſh Declaration to be made, where- 
by Mankind, who were expecting this 
Good, might know through what Channel 
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it would be conveyed. But without any 
particular Appropriation of ſueh Bleſſing to 
any one Branch of Adams Poſterity, it was 
confined to the Family of Noah by the De- 
luge, with whom God n to 2 
his Covenant 8. 

The next Declaration we meet with of 
this Sort, is what God made to Abraham, 
when he ſaid unto him, Ges thee out of 
| thy Country, and from thy Kindred, and 
from thy Father's Houſe, unto a Land that U 
will ſhew thee. And in thee ſhall all the Fa- 
milies of the Earth be bleſſed.*". Yea, ſo 
confident of Succeſs was 4braham in this 
Promiſe, that, when he was tempted to 
offer up the Heir of the Promiſe , he rea- 
dily obeyed, believing that Go bar able to 
raiſe him up, even from the Dead.. And 
though the Generality of Mankind were 
far gone in Wickednefs, and had, in a great 
Meaſure, given over their Expectations of 
this future Bleſſing; yet that it was re- 
tained among thoſe few, who were Wor- 
ſhippers of the true God, we cannot que- 
ſtion. And that fuch a Tradition might 
eaſily be conveyed, is evident, in that 


q Gen, vi. 18. r Gen. xii. x, 3. s Gen. xxii. 1. 
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Noah u, as well as Shem his Son, lived mas 
ny Years after the Birth of 4braham, who 
might therefore, from them, imbibe ſuch 
Principles, as diſpos'd him to a ready Com- 
pliance, when God called him out of Ur of 
the Chaldees. Doubtleſs God had a particu- 
lar Eye to the Chriſtian Diſpenſation in his 
whole Procedure; for I/aac, as being Heir 
of the Promiſe, inherits the Bleſſing of his 
God; a Bleſſing deſign'd to comfort him, 
both as to his preſent and future Condi- 
tion: I will, ſaith God, make thee to multi- 
ply as the Stars of Heaven, and will give 
unto thy Seed all theſe Countries; and in thy 
Seed ſhall all the Nations of the Earth be 
bleſſed *. Jacob ſucceeds to the Favour of 
his God, and obtains the ſame Promiſe of 
him; I am the Lord God of Abraham thy 
Father, aud the God of Iſaac: The Land 
whereon thou lieſt, to thee will I give it, and 
to thy Seed. Aud in thy Seed ſhall all the 
Families of the Earth be bleſſed 7. 

This ExpeQation of a Meſſiah was tranſ- 
mitted from Father to Son; and Moſes con- 
firmed them in that Belief; by aſſuring 


u Helvi. Theat. Hift. x Gen, xxvi. 4. „Gen. 
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them, that the Lord their God would raiſe 
up unto them a Prophet from the midſt of 
them, like unto him, unto whom they were 
fo hearken*, Yea, fo ſcrupulouſly exact 
were they in their Genealogies, as to be 
able to trace each Family for many Gene- 
rations paſt; that they thereby might be 
enabled to juſtify the Deſcent of their Meſ- 
ſiahſhip, from that Stem the Prophets had 
foretold he ſhould be of: A Cuſtom that 
would doubtleſs have been continued to 
this Time, did not their Being reduc'd to 
two Tribes, nay, in a manner to one, 
make it now leſs neceſſary upon their own 
iy N and in Fact confound their Ge- 
nealogies. 

When David aſcended the Throne of 12 
racl, by God's Appointment, he had many 
Intimations from God, that the Meſſiah, 
ſo often promiſed, and ſo long expected, 
ſhould proceed from him; Thy Houſe and 
thy Kingdom ſhall be eſtabliſhed for ever be- 
fore thee ; thy Throne ſhall be eſtabliſhed for 
ever *, The Prophet 1/aiah deſcribes almoſt 


every Tranſaction of this Life; the Mean- 
neſs of his Birth, the Poverty and Deſpica- 
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bleneſs of His Life, and the Acuteneſs of 
his Death and Torments. Nay, twould 
be endleſs to enumerate the Declarations 
which the Prophet makes concerning Chriſt 
and his Kingdom: Every Expreſſion being 
a diſtinguiſhing CharaQteriftick, by which 
he might be known from other Men. 
Some one or more of them may indeed he 
very properly applied to other Perſons; but 
looking upon them as having reference to 
one only, whereſoever he is found, it muſt 
be Chriſt the Son of God. 

I ſhould wave the Teſtimony of all the 
other Prophets, was it not for that of Da- 
niet, concerning the preciſe Time of our 
Saviour's Appearance: Know therefore, and 
underſtand, that from the going forth of the 
Commandment to reſtore and to build Jeruſa- 
lem, unto Meſſiah the Prince, ſhall be ſeven 
Weeks; and threeſcore and two Weeks the 
Street ſhall be built again, and the Wall, even 
troublous Times. And after threeſtore and 
two Weeks ſhall Meſſiah be cut off ®. And 
the Prophet Malachi expreſly declares, that 
the Lord whom ye ſeek, ſhall ſuddenly come 
to his Temple; even the Meſſenger of the Co- 


d Dan. ix. 25, 26. 
venant, 
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venant, whom ye delight in, behold, he ſhall 
come, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. c At which 
Coming ſhould be fulfilled that of the Pro- 
phet Haggai, The Glory of this latter N th 
ſhall be greater thay of the former 4. 

From all which Particulars' we may ob- 
ſerve, that there has been a continued Se- 
ries or Chain of Prophecies, concerning that 
Perſon whom God at firſt ordained to be a 
Mediator. That Mankind was all along 
_ encouraged to hope for better Times to ſuc- 
ceed ; to expect a Remittance of that Curſe 
which was at firſt inflicted on him. Which 
Prophecies are ſo exactly calculated for this 
one great End, (tho' there may ſometimes 
be @ ſeeming Contrariety in them) as that 
they point out unto us the Perſon who was 
foretold by them. And if we examine into 
the whole Behaviour, the Life, Doctrines, 
and Death of Jeſus of Nazareth, we ſhall 
find an exact Accompliſhment and Corre- 
ſpondence between them; that zho/e Things 
which God before had ſhewed by the Mouth 
of all his Prophets, he hath ſo fulfilled®, 

To vindicate the Authority of thoſe Wii- 
tings from whence I haye deduc'd my Evi- 


e Mal. ii. 1. Hag. ii. 9. Act. ili. 18. 


1 dence, 
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dence, in this and the foregoing Diſcourſes, 
would be foreign to my preſent. Deſign. 80 
that taking it for granted that the Writings 
of the Old and New Teſtament do contain 
a Manifeſtation of the Will of God to Men; 
I have, I hope, ſufficiently evinc'd the Uſe- 
fulneſs of them, in Oppoſition to all the 
Pretences of natural Reaſon, towards per- 
fecting the Happineſs of a rational Creature, 
So that the Conſequence we ought to draw 
is this, That we bid adieu to the vain Con- 
ceits of thoſe, who pretend to be ſelf-ſuffi- 
cient, as they are Men, to the Performance 
of what is right: That their own Abilities, 
their own Reaſon will diſcoyer their Duty, 
and their own Strength enable them to per- 
form it. And ſeeing that Man never yet 
could, whilſt relying on his own Strength, 
ſerve his God as he ought; but introduced 
the moſt monſtrous Opinions, and the moſt 
abominable Practices; ſeeing that there al- 
ways was an Expectation of the Appearance 
of ſome Perſon who ſhould reſcue Mankind 
from a State of Sin, and introduce a Way of 
Worſhip, which ſhould be acceptable to God; 
who ſhould reveal the whole Will of God to 


Man, and by the Sacrifice of himſelf, make 
up 
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up for their imperfe& Endeavours, and re- 
concile an offended God: Seeing that Jeſus 
of Nazareth is the Perſon, in whom all an- 
cient Prophecies are fulfilled ; ho has done 
and ſuffered all that was requiſite; and has 
delivered us ſuch a Body of Laws, as are 
perfective of our Natures, and which con- 
duce both to our temporal and eternal In- 
tereſt. What remains? But that we recei ve 
him with that Humility and Reverence we 
ought ; obey thoſe divine Precepts, that 
new Commandment he has gi ven us; and that 
we apply to the Throne of Grace for Pardon 
and Acceptance, through the alone Merits, 
and for the Sake of nix u onLy Mzpray 
rox AND ADVOCATE. 
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